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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 2003 and 2004, Jacques Whitford Environment Limited conducted archiva research into the long-
ganding use and occupancy of Carbonear Idand as a place of defence, seasond fishing “room” and
navigational light dation. The work was completed for Facilities Desgn Group Inc. as pat of a
development srategy being prepared for that area of Conception Bay. Focussing on a review of origina
correspondence, maps, plans and photographs, substantia materiad covering the period 1690s to ¢.1950
was obtained from archives in St. John's, Ottawa, London, and Paris. A number of informants were dso
contacted and interviewed, and a field reconnaissance of Carbonear Idand was completed. The
combined results of the research will be used as input to the strategy being prepared by Facilities Design
Group Inc.

Stating as early as the seventeenth century, when the over-wintering population of Newfoundland was
dill rdatively low, inhabitants of the principa fishing communities from Ferryland in the south to as far
north as Bonavisa edablished temporary, makeshift fortifications on idands and defensble headlands
where they could retregt to in times of conflict between Britain and France in their ongoing effort to gain
control of the lucrative fisheries. It was fdt by the British government at the time that the many
scattered settlements dong the coast were indefengble and expendable, with the migraiory and navd
fleets being the only relidble means of defence of the industry. Consequently, the earliest fortifications
were “civilian” in nature, erected by the planters themselves with little or no officid sanction or support
from the Crown.

The earliest confirmed reference to the use of Carbonear 1dand for civilian defence purposes dates to the
winter of 1696/97, when 300 individuds from the area (a number which may be high) were reported to
have established temporary facilities to secure themselves and thelr “effects’ againgt attack from French
soldiers and dlies under the command of Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville. Despite a number of atempts by
the enemy to land, al efforts proved unsuccessful. Ultimately, they departed for Placentia, after having
desiroyed mogt of the communities and fisheries infrastructure in Conception Bay. Over the course of
the conflict, d'lberville caused extensve damage in English Newfoundland. He burned over 30
settlements, killed agpproximately 200 settlers and took some 700 prisoners, 400 of whom were
trangported to augment the populations of Quebec & Acadia (Ransom 2000).

In the ealy eghteenth century, during Queen Anne€'s War (notably in 1705), French troops again
attempted to overtake Carbonear Idand after resdents had retreated there following the outbresk of
hodtilities. Even though the resdent population of Newfoundland during that period was dill largdy
reponsble for their own security and the protection of the fishery, the Crown was providing an
increasing degree of assigtance in the form of ams.  Correspondence indicates that gpproximatey 130
people from the area resded on Carbonear Idand during the winter of 1711, a number that may
represent a reasonable average for the entire conflict. Despite consderable efforts to overtake the
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idand, smilar to the previous war, dl proved unsuccessful; a fact that gpesks volumes to the ease with
theidand could be defended.

The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 brought rdative stability to Newfoundland and little is known about the
use of Cabonear Idand during that time. It is reasonable to suspect, though, that smilar to other
temporary dvilian fortifications, those on the idand, no longer being required, rapidly fdl into an
advanced date of disrepair. There is a strong probability, however, that it continued to be used for the
seasond fishery and for smdl-scale agriculture.

The outbresk of war in the 1740s saw a resurgence of activity and, for the first time, a number of
fecilities were desgned and congtructed on the idand by the Board of Ordnance under the direction of
Royd Enginears, thus marking a notable trangtion in the way government viewed protection of the
Newfoundland fishery. Smilar works were dso condructed & Feryland and Trinity, Trinity Bay.
Included on Carbonear Idand were: a Barracks and Quarters, Provisons Storehouse and Magazine, as
wel as two five-gun Batteries of 18-pound cannon. In 1762, when the French ravaged a number of the
principd fishing communities dong the east coast of Newfoundland, the facilities on Carbonear 1dand
were entirdy destroyed, dong with a number of privatedy owned buildings, possbly used a pat of a
fishing room. It was reported that several of the canon a the two beatteries were thrown over the dliff
into the sea where they remain to this day. This notable event marked the end of the use of Carbonear
Idand for defence purposes. During the American Revolution of the 1770s and the War of 1812,
fortifications were established at Carbonear and Harbour Grace.

In 1878, a lighthouse and residence for year-round occupancy was erected on the northeast end of
Carbonear Idand and was maintained untl c. 1927, when it was demolished.  Subsequently, an
automated light station was ingtalled, which is il used to this day.

Although brief, the fidd reconnaissance of Carbonear I1dand proved extremely useful. The remains of
severd eghteenth century structures associated with the military history were assessed and plotted on a
dgte plan. The date of preservation of these remains was determined to be good and no unauthorized
excavaion was noted. A number of nineteenth century Structures associated with the lighthouse built in
1878 were dso invedtigated, as were other features and areas on the idand that have dgnificant historic
resources potential.  Included, for example, could be a pre-European, Aborigina occupation, as well as
evidence of an early fishery and materias related to the seventeenth century French attacks.

It is evident from the archival and fidd data that Carbonear Idand is a higoric Ste of condderable
ggnificance with a long-standing and diverse past.  Therefore, if development is proposed, a
comprehendve dSte mapping and targeted archaeologicd sampling project amed a compiling an
accurate record of the resource and the overdl nature and extent of the occupation should be completed
prior to and in conjunction with project planing and implementaion. This would enhance and
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supplement exiding data and help fadlitate a precise and dl-inclusve interpretaive drategy for the
vigting public.
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1.0 BACKGROUND
1.1  Work-Scope and Objectives

In April of 2003, Mariner Resources Opportunities Network Inc. (M-RON) cdled for proposas from
qudified consultants to undertake a comprehensve study of the potentid development opportunities for
Carbonear Idand and area of Conception Bay between Freshwater and Harbour Grace (Figure 1.1).
Included in the project work-scope would be the design and delivery of a detalled conceptud plan and
schedule for implementation. Because Carbonear Idand has long been recognized by federa and
provincia agencies and the generd public as a hidoric dte of consderable sgnificance, and any
exiding ruins or dructurd dements could form the bass of a future devdopment drategy, a
comprehensive review of correspondence, maps, plans and photographs related to its overdl use and
occupancy as a place of defence, seasond fishing “room” and navigaiond light taion was consdered
essentid.  Once into the research, however, it became evident that in addition to an evauation of
primary and secondary source materid, a field reconnaissance of Carbonear Idand would be criticd
from the point of view of locaing and assessng any obvious physicd remains associated with the
idand's past and identifying other areas of historic resources potentid not indicated on Ste mapping.
Moreover, it would provide an opportunity to gauge the accuracy and degree of confidence that could be
placed in the military and civilian correspondence and drawings. The combined results of the research
are presented below and should provide an ample reference to help assst planners with the development
of an appropriate interpretative sStrategy.  As wdl, given tha Carbonear Idand is a registered
achaeologicd dte and protected under provincid legidation (Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador 1992), this report could form the bads of any historic resources assessment requirements that
may be triggered by proposed activities.

12 Report Structure

The following report provides a brief description of the study area and lists some of the more notable
assets and limitations posed by the idand's topography. This is followed by a discusson of the
methodology used to acquire, assess and present the archival and fidld data as well as a summary of the
principa research results and any data gaps identified. Also included are cloang satements focussing
on dte dgnificance and a set of priminary guiddines for archaeologicd research in the event any
development is proposed. A glossary of military terms taken from Smith’'s work of 1779 precedes the
report bibliography and endnotes.
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Figurel.l  Carbonear Idand Study Area

Figusre 1.1

CARBONEAR ISLAND
STUDY AREA

Jscgemy Whelord
Enveirosment Limised

Information related to the hisory of Carbonear Idand is presented chronologicdly in a number of
phases which, in certain instances, are sub-divided into periods corresponding to the key politicad events
(i.e. wars) that influenced or determined the nature and extent of occupation. Included are:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The Civilian Fortifications (1690sto 1713)
a) War of the League of Augsburg, 1689 101697 (King William's War)
b) War of Spanish Succession, 1702 to 1713 (Queen Anne' s War)

Construction And Maintenance Of Fortifications By Royal Engineers(c. 1740to 1762)
a) War of Audtrian Succession, 1743 to 1748 (King George' s War)

b) The Interwar Period (1749 to 1756)

C) Seven Years War, 1756 to 1763 (French and Indian War)

Post-1762

Construction and Maintenance of a Lighthouse on Carbonear 1dand
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The year 1762 was consdered an agppropriate benchmark, because it was at that time that Carbonear
Idand ceased to be used for defence purposes.

1.3  Principal Researcher

The Carbonear Idand Archivd Research Project was completed by Roy Skanes, B.A., M.Phil., of
Jacques Whitford Environment Limited (JWEL), S. John's. Mr. Skanes has been involved in archiva
and archeeologicad research since 1978 and has worked extensvely in Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario. Since 1990, he has directed a number of research
projects into the military history of Newfoundland, including work a or rdated to Fort Amherst, Quidi
Vidi Batery, Quidi Vidi Pass Bateries, the early eighteenth century civilian fortifications a Fox Idand,
Trinity Bay, and the facility condructed a Fort Point, Trinity, c. 1745. Most recently, he directed an
extensve achivd invedigdion into the history of Fort Townshend, St. John's, for the Newfoundliand
and Labrador Department of Works, Services and Trangportation in preparation for congtruction of The
Rooms - the provincid government's new MuseumV/ArchivesArt Gdlery complex.  That project
involved a review of origind maps, plans and correspondence housed a archives in St. John's, Ottawa
and London, England. Subsequently, he was contracted as Chief Archaeologist to oversee the extensve
excavations of the dte prior to and during the initid stages of condruction. As a result of these past
projects, he is very familiar with the archiva record (both English and French) pertaining to civilian and
British Military dtes and the types of dructures and materid culture that could be present on Carbonear
Idand.
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20 STUDY AREA

Carbonear Idand is Stuated at the mouth of Carbonear Harbour on the west sde of Conception Bay
between the communities of Bristol’s Hope and Freshwater (Figure 1.1). The idand is gpproximatdy
750 m long by 330 m wide, and is a maximum of 1 km from shore at its closest point. The highest
elevation above sea levd (ad) is a the northeast end, where it reaches approximately 40 m in the
vicinity of the exiging navigationd light dation (Appendix A). The north, south and east ends are
defined by steep or near-verticd dliffs and embankments, with little or no beach a the base (Photo 1).

While landings are possble in a number of aress, the only practical place where one does not have to
scde a lengthy and ungtable incline is a the southwest end, and even there landings can be difficult and
attempted only when the sea is cdm. Because the beach at tha location is narrow and rocky, boats
cannot be hauled up and without a wharf, must be moored just offshore (Photo 2). The idand itsdf is
redatively dry and unwooded, with grass and shrubs predominating. There are, however, a number of
rlativey low-lying areas or depressons that appear dightly wet underfoot (Figure 2.1). At various
locations, notably dong the dliff edge, the ground is hummocky and provides good neding for a
relatively large migratory seabirds population comprised mainly of sesgulls (G. Robertson, pers.
comm.). In summary, given the topographic conditions and lack of trees for fue and shelter, Carbonear
Idand is extremely exposed and not particularly well suited to year-round occupancy. Even though it is
Stuated somewhat out in the bay and close to cod stocks, the lack of beaches for flakes and stages may
have been a limiting factor in its use as a summer fishing room. On the other hand, the fact that it Sands
prominent and is difficult to access, proved to be significant assets as a place of retreat for the resdent
population during times of conflict between Britan and France in the seventeenth and eghteenth
centuries.  While not confirmed, seds out in Conception Bay and negting birds may have attracted
Aborigina peoplesto theidand prior to the arriva of Europeansin the New World.
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Photo 1 Carbonear Idand from Carbonear Harbour (South View)

Photo2 Carbonear Idand Looking Toward the Landing Place (Northeast View)
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Figure2.1  Carbonear Idand Land Cover Interpretation
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3.0 METHODOLOGY
31 Archival Research

The archiva research into the history of Carbonear Idand focussed on a seach of primary and
secondary documentary sources, including published and unpublished literature and reports, and origind
military correspondence, maps and plans.  The higtory of the sSte includes the use of the idand &fter the
fortifications were abandoned in the 1760s and the condruction and mantenance of a navigationd
lighthouse in the 1870s. Reference is dso made to the seasond fishery, which likdy began in the late
sxteenth or early seventeenth century, but with the earliet confirmed use is from mapping dated to c.
1750. Use of theidand for this purpose appears to have continued until mid-twentieth century.

In the search for documents and illugtrations relating to Carbonear Idand, research concentrated on the
correspondence of Newfoundland Governors and other officids with Government agencies in Britain
found in the Colonid Office series C.O. 194. This primary source maerid is available on microfilm at
the Provincia Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador (PANL) and at the Centre For Newfoundland
Studies (CNS) a Queen Elizabeth Library, Memorid Universty of Newfoundland (MUN). In addition,
a number of Royd Engineers reports and sdected volumes from the Colonid Secretaries Outgoing
Correspondence (CSOC, series G.N. 2/1/a) housed a the PANL were searched. Map and plan
collections were reviewed a the PANL, the Map Room and CNS a MUN, and the Provinciad Resource
Library (PRL) at the Arts and Culture Centre, St. John's. Copies of several proposas and reports related
to congruction of fortifications on the east coast of Newfoundland in the 1740s were dso obtained from
the Public Records Office (PRO) in London, England. A detailed correspondence prepared by
Cartographer Antoine Sieur de Cing Mars dealing his activities in Newfoundland during the French
occupation of the east coast in 1762 was obtained from the Service Historique de I'Armee de Terre
(SHAT) in Pais, France. As wdl, the private papers and photographs of a number of individuds, and a
trandated verson of a journd kept by Father Baudoin during the 1696/97 d'lberville campaign in
Newfoundland, was examined. Documents consdered important but too lengthy to incorporate in their
entirety are pargphrased in the text or inserted as agppendices in a photocopied format. Smilarly, only
the mogt rdevant maps, plans and pictorid images of the idand showing how features and buildings
were laid out are included. In S0 doing, an integrated chronological synopss and dSte history are
provided, alowing confident predictions to be made regarding the degree of historic resource potentia
for specific locations. Information on the lighthouse on Carbonear 1dand was gathered largely from the
Journa of the House of Assembly records, Newfoundland (1834 to 1920) and the Year Book and
Almanac of Newfoundland (1892 to 1932). All materid consulted is referenced in the bibliography or
endnotes at the end of this report.
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In addition to the above, the Military and Map Archividts a the Nationd Archives of Canada (NAC) in
Ottawa were contacted for relevant information. The results of these queries were then compared with
arcchivd maerid dready acquired locdly and a determination made that a research trip to that indtitution
would likdy not result in a Sgnificant amount of new information. A number of reds of microfilm from
the War Office Series (W.O. 55) covering the mid-eghteenth century were, nonetheless, ordered
through inter-library loan.

For supplementary data related to the history of Carbonear I1dand, three informants from the area (Mr.

John Butt, Mr. Nick Head and Mr. Clayton Pottle) were interviewed. Also, a retired Coast Guard
employee (Mr. Harold Chubbs) was contacted for information related to the lighthouse and light dtation.

Any indghts, and photographic or written materiad provided by these individuds are referenced in the
text under persond communications or in the endnotes at the end of the report. A glossary of military
terms taken from Smith’swork of 1779 isincluded for reference.

3.2 Field Reconnaissance

Although the focus of the current study was to review materid related to the idand's history of use and
occupancy, once into the research, it became evident that a trip to Carbonear 1dand would be essentid
for a number of reasons. Firg, it would provide an opportunity to assess (in a generad way) the degree of
accuracy of the site mapping and correspondence as regards the locations and methods of congtruction
of buildings and military features, and the diverdty of land-use suggested by the various English and
French cartogrephers.  Secondly, it would dlow fird-hand data to be gathered concerning the physicd
extent and date of presarvation of any identified remains, if any unauthorized excavation or “looting”
was gpparent, and the logistics and need for undertaking a comprehensive archaeological survey of the
idand for research and development purposes. Findly, a wak-over and physical assessment would help
establish if there were other areas of historic resources potentid not indicated in the archiva record.
With the above objectives at the fore, a one-day field reconnai ssance was schedul ed.

In order to help identify and record the idand's key culturd eements and any areas or features of
interest noted on the historic mapping or during the wak-over, an enlarged and laminated 1:5,000-scae
aeriad photograph was used.  All remains or locations consdered important were assigned an
aphabeticd letter and title, and plotted on the aeria view. Notes were taken regarding the physica
extent of features, method of condruction, the genera date of preservation and the nature of the
surrounding topography.  Thirty-five mm and digita photography was dso obtained. The information
gathered during the field reconnaissance is presented in Section 4.2 of this report.  All areas of interest
were plotted as closdly as possible on a ste plan with the intention that the data be used as a guide for
future planning and research purposes.
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4.0 RESEARCH RESULTS
4.1 Archival Research

4.1.1 TheCivilian Fortifications (1690sto 1713)

The fortifications erected on Carbonear Idand were a function of the defence needs of the seventeenth
and early eighteenth century migratory fishery and reflect the economic and socid changes that occurred
within the indudry &fter the mid-point of the eighteenth century. In the latle seventeenth and early
eghteenth centuries, it was the indudry that was the focus of government defence policy and not
necessarily the resident population and infrastructure of settlements dong the English Shore.  This
goproach followed the consdent legidative discouragement of locd settlement in favour of
Westcountry fishing interests. It was accepted doctrine at the time that these undesirable and dispersed
setlements were indefensble and expendable, with the only possible means of defence of the coast and
the fishery being segpower (Ransom 2000).

It was for these reasons that the first English fortifications erected in Newfoundland were makeshift,
cvilian works built by the planters themsdves with little or no officdad sanction or funding from the
Crown. They were to be used primarily (but not exclusively) during the winter after the migratory flegt
had departed for the year. Essentidly, they were places of refuge, such as idands and defensble
headlands, where the resdent population could retreat and shelter themselves and “a portion of their
effects’ during times of conflict between the combatant states of Britain and France, long politicad and
economic rivasin the struggle for contral of the increasingly important Newfoundland fisheries.

The earliest documented reference discussng the need for fortifications at Carbonear is contained in a
proposal submitted to the Board of Trade for Newfoundland in 1679 by two prominent St. John's
merchants, William Downing and Thomas Oxford. Given that Carbonear a that time was reported to be
the leading settlement in Conception Bay and second only to S. John's (Williams 1987: 62), with a tota
population of 57 (Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and Labrador 1967, Volume 1. 345), it seems likdy
that the business interests of these individuas must have extended to that area. Itemizing the defence
requirements for a number of settlements dong the east coast of the idand, the proposa Hates that there
is a need “..to fortify Carboniere with fifteen guns and eighty smdl ams® Although it has been
assumed that the document is referring specificdly to Carbonear 1dand (Encyclopedia of Newfoundland
and Labrador, 1967, Volume 1, pg. 346 and Williams 1987, pg. 62), this is not made entirely clear from
the portion of text avalable for review. It is uncertain, therefore, whether defence structures such as
earthen gun emplacements or crude accommodations were erected on Carbonear Idand at that time.
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4.1.1.1 War of the League of Augsburg, 1689 to 1697 (King William’s War)

As the importance of the fishery steadily grew in the late seventeenth century, Britain and France were
struggling for control of Newfoundland. Whenever war was declared, England’s enemies would attempt
to cripple her fighting ability by attacking trade and commerce. The French capitd of Placentia
edtablished in 1662, was seen as a red threat to the English settlements on the Avadon Peninsula and in
the bays to the north. In the fdl of 1696, during what is referred to as the War of the League of
Augsburg (or King William's War), Piere Le Moyne dlberville returned to the French colonies from
France to wage a “Winter War” in Acadia and Newfoundland to rid, once and for dl, the English from
North America  Details of the campagn recorded by Abbe Boudoin, a Recollett monk who
accompanied the troops, provide dgnificant indght into the English occupeation of Conception Bay in
genera and Carbonear Idand in particular, where up to 300 inhabitants of the area were reported to have
retrested and erected defensve works and shelters (eighteenth century documentation presented below
suggests this figure could be high). Passages rdding specificdly to the idand taken from an English
trandation of the journa are either pargphrased or presented in their entirety below in order to highlight
the nature and extent of the occupation at that time:?

On January 14, 1697, after having captured . John's, d'Iberville marched overland to Portugd Cove
with the main body of troops that consisted of approximately 100 men. On January 23 they departed
from the bottom of Conception Bay for Carbonear in three doops and a skiff commandeered from the
inhabitants.  On the same day they encountered fishermen in four doops who, suspecting they were
French, departed and carried the darm to Carbonear, which was reported to be d'lberville's principd
objective.  On the morning of the 24™, the French troops left for Carbonear from Port de Grave, passing
around Carbonear Idand. An entry in Baudoin’sjourna states that:

“..We saw the enemy ranged [lined up] in large numbers who fired some cannon & us.
On this ide were shdtered many from Carbonniere, Harve de Grace, Mousquit and other
smal harbours, with the fugitives from . John’'s. There appeared to be 300 men lodged
in barracks dready built. They thought we would attack them. We reached Carbonniere
three hours after noon and met Montigny who on his arrivd had made some prisoners
and killed some. Others fled in doops to New Perlican, 6 leagues distance. This same day
we summoned the people of the idand, who answered that they would fight, for this
idand is just as was described by prisoners. | believe that we cannot take it. It is scarped
with high diffs, except one landing a the west point, a pisol shot from a boom made of
doops. On the ide are four cannon, six-pounders, besdes which, only two doops a a
time can land, and then only in cam, which is not frequent in the winter. All this together
makes one doubtful of taking it, though our men were strongly resolved to go there and
were confident that we would take it. Could we but land, the enemy are filled with fear,
regarding as madmen these Canadians who have come a hundred leagues over the snow
to attack them...”
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On January 26", some English prisoners, who were apparently promised a sum of money, showed
French troops two other locations on the idand where a landing might be possible.  After completing a
thorough invedtigation, it was determined that the sea was Hill too rough to make an atempt. Two day
later, after having burnt Harbour Grace, the sea was 4ill consdered to be too high. However, on
January 31% a midnight, d Iberville went to the idand with 90 men in nine soops and attempted to land
a the east and north ends - likely the two locations identified by the English prisoners.  In the course of
ther efforts, an darm was sounded and a gun fired on the French vessds causng them to retrest.
Another atempt was subsequently made, but the ice-covered rocks and the high seas rendered it

impossble

On February T, d Iberville went around the idand in a doop and discovered another place on the west
gde where a landing might be possble. However, it was quickly fortified by placing a larger force
there. Consequently, no attempt was made, as the loss of personnd would likely be high. The following
day, Seur de la Parade, a Canadian Sub-Lieutenant, was sent to Port de Grave and Brigus to oversee
the inhabitants in those settlements and to prevent them from going to the idand. This latter point is of
note in that it suggests that landings a that time were, indeed, possble and that perhaps Baudion may
have been oversating the high seas and icy diffs as the cause for ther lack of success. It may smply
have been that the idand's fortress-like topography made it extremely easy to defend. Further support
for this conclusion is provided by the entry of Februay 8", daming that severa inhabitants of
Carbonear 1dand had come into Carbonear, captured a French solider and three Irishmen who had joined
their force and returned without detection. They had aso carried off a sck Frenchmen from Port de
Grave, which resulted in that settlement and Brigus being burned. Towards the end of the month, a
large segment of Carbonear itself was puit to the torch.

On March 27", an individua Eported to be an English officer captured by the French was permitted to
go to Carbonear Idand to help convince those resding there to surrender and “recognize the King of
France’, in return for which they would be permitted to “make the summer’s fishing”. Two weeks later
on April 12", 60 men in soops went to Old Perlican and Bay deVerde to punish the settlers who, against
their parole (word), had taken arms and were “...condtantly going to Carbonniere Idand, which was
above dl forbidden them...”.

At daybresk on April 14" the French atacked a ship of 60 tons a Old Perlican. An entry in the
Baudoin journa dates that “...While we attacked the ship, the settlers went to Bay Verde to warn a smal
ship which had arived there. This fled immediatdy, taking dmogt dl the good men to Carbonniere
Idand...”. On April 18", an Irishman escaped on the ice from Carbonear ISand and walked through the
woods to Heart’s Content, where he reported that there were nearly 300 men on the idand, “...every day
some English coming in from the woods.”. A find, dgnificant and reveding daiement made by
Baudoin in his journd highlights some of the frudration he dealy fet with not having captured
Carbonear Idand. It aso points to the extreme measures he felt that would be necessary to do so. He
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dated that “...To this ide there ought to come some large ships of war, with two galeys, and capture it,
and should fine everyone going to surrender at Placentia...”

The Peace of Ryswick sgned in 1697 put a temporay hdt to English and French quards in
Newfoundland. However, only five years later hodilities again broke out between the two European
powers, resulting in a renewed French effort to wipe out English settlements in Newfoundland. As to
the facilities that were in place on Carbonear Idand during the winter of 1696/97, the Baudoin journd
suggests that, a very leedt, there were some form of accommodations or shelters for the inhabitants of
the region. Also, based on the descriptions, there were likdly earthen Intrenchments and possbly Gun
Emplacements for 6-pound cannon a the southwest end of the idand overlooking the only practica
landing place, which gppears to have been reatively easy to defend. Given the nature of the threet, it is
likely that any structures would have been hadtily erected for what would likely be a temporary, winter
occupation. Even if the number of individuds resding on Carbonear Idand was somewhat less than
reported, archaeologica remains from the period would amost certainly till be present.

4.1.1.2 War of Spanish Succession, 1702 to 1713 (Queen Anne'sWar)

As tensons between English and French increased a the beginning of the eghteenth century following
the renewa of war in 1702, and it became evident that atacks on each other's settlements and fishing
gations in Newfoundland were inevitable, the inhabitants of Carbonear drafted and submitted a petition
to Queen Anne detailing the occurrences of the last war when they had retrested to the idand and
defended themsdves from assault.  In the document, submitted in late 1702, it was dtated that even
though they had recently contributed towards the purchase of guns and ammunition to the best of their
ability, some additiond arms would dill be required from the Crown for the protection of their
habitations and a grest ded of “Goods and Concerns’ left behind on the mainland to the mercy of the
enemy (Appendix B).> Similar concerns were raised in other petitions drafted the same year.*

Also in 1702 (or early 1703), Solomon Meritt, a Trinity merchant with far-reeching influence,
dispaiched a lengthy correspondence to England outlining the need for defences of his community. At
the end of the document, he made specific reference to the fact that smilar resources should be alocated
for the defence of Carbonear. Although no direct reference to the idand was made, Meritt did highlight
the condderable importance of the fishery in that part of Conception Bay and the increased need for
ams from the Crown for the defence of the inhabitants and industry.®> As the documentation presented
below will show, the French presence in Conception Bay during the war was such that the idand was
likely occupied (or at least kept at the ready) throughout the mgority, if not dl, of the conflict, up until
the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.
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In an extengve document detaling the activities resulting from the French threat during the fdl of 1704
and winter of 1705, it was stated by the inhabitants that:

..the Enemy proceeded down the Bay and coming to Carbonere they found dl the
Inhabitants gotton upon the Idand and left Little or Nothing on shore besides Storehouses
and Stages;

Montigny Betook himsdf again to his dissaisfaction, and proposed thet if they would
give up the Idand he would [not] Destroy their Houses, nor anything ese that was their's,
and sent them a Boat with an Officer upon that amount, But the Inhabitants being about
Ninety or One hundred Men strong upon the Idand, Provided with five Great Guns and
Sufficent Ammunition (which they had from the Rdaor as is before mentioned) refused
to hear of any Surrender; and defended themsdlves Bravely.

The Enemy finding this disgppointment there; Did after three or four days stay Burn what
they could not Carry away and then went further to ? Coves and ? Bay....°

In mid-March 1705, William Payne and George Davis, two of the “Principa Inhabitants of Carbonere
Idand’, drafted a letter outlining the grave dtuation that existed for those who had refused © surrender
and consequently had their homes and properties destroyed. They were regquesting assstance in the
form of ams and ammunition that were critical for defence” On March 19" of the same year, a return
letter was prepared by Lieut. Moody at St. John's congratulating them on thar victory and unwillingness
to surrender. He aso mentioned that the materials requested had recently been sent to them by boat.®
Toward the end of the month, one barrd of powder, forty shot, a number of flints, matches, 12 muskets,
50-pound weight of shot and a piece of “Old Colours’ were sent for the defence of Carbonear Idand.®

Other documentation from 1705 indicates that the dtuation on Cabonear Idand had become
increasingly difficult and it gppeared, a that time, that the occupation of Conception Bay would persst
well into the summer with the result being that the fishery would not be possible that season. A letter
drafted by the inhabitants late in March suggests that even though ther movements were severdy
curtalled, information and inteligence on the occurrences in Conception and Trinity Bays was
nevertheless reaching them through various means, despite the fact that French troops were congantly
on the move and atempting to reduce the idand’'s numbers on a daily bass. It was dso indicated that
sved of the inhabitants redding on the mainland - possbly under the command or influence of an
individua referred to by the name Snow - were being provided with provisons by the French in return
for information and ther ad with overtaking the idand. The document discussng this and other
ggnificant matters reads.
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...the Enemy has taken dl as far as they Go keeping their Rendevous at Hearts Content;
from where they have sent 40 Men to take Fox Idand at the North sSde of Trinity Bay but
whether taken or not we have no Intdligence; the rest of ther Company remans a
Hearts Content, and from there they ? daily to Carbonere and lay in Ambush to kill us as
we ? on shore from the Idand. M. Montigne has sent us word that we shal Catch no fish
this year in dl Carbonere, for he sad that he is out pockett 500 £ on his Indians and is
resolved to have it again of us or ese he will have our lives for he will wait on us dl the
Summer to take revenge on us for kegping the Idand from him, for which he sad he shal
have his.. The sad Montigne hath Left severa Quantities of provisons with severd
people on shore, to Redtore their Spirts, as the Inhabitants them sdves in form Us,
Therefore we desre your Advise whether we may not with safety bring them with their
Boats to the Idand, for they are daly going to and fro; and may bring the Enemy on
us..”. X0

A letter of response to the above written on April 5t 1705, by Lieut. Moody clams that he recently
received a copy of their correspondence from the idand by boat and was glad to hear that they continued
in ther effort to withstand the enemy assaults. “As for that Snow you mentioned in your Letter, | take
him to be a Villanous fdlow, and that you ought for your own Safety as wel as for her Mgedties
sarvice [to letf] him upon the Idand together with the rest of fellows and al such Provisons as is left by
the French for the subsistence of their spyes’. He then suggested that it may not be possible for the
inhabitants of Carbonear and area to proceed with the fishery until assstance could be provided for them
by Men of War from England, “...for the Enemy will Certainly work al opportunities to Destroy both
you and your Industry..” He dso remarked that: “When you have taken Snow and the Provisons | have
mentioned upon the Idand send him round to me and when | have examined him | Shdl give you further
Advice” The correspondence from Lieut. Moody closes by confirming that if additiond meaterids were
required for the defence of Carbonear Idand, a forma request should be put forward to him and they
would be provided from the Garrison a <. John's*'  In was dso mentioned in the same document that
the estimated vaue of effects and household goods burnt or carried away by the enemy from the severd
communities in the vicinity of Carbonear was £46,000.12 At S. John's and Quidi Vidi, for example, it
was reported to be only £45,000, which, if accurate, does provide a good measure for the extent of the
fishery, trade and infrastructure in place in that corner of Conception Bay at thetime™
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Remarking on the degree of destruction caused by French troops in other areas of Newfoundland that
year, it was noted that they “..burnt Bay Bulls, ferryland, Renoos, Fenenoos, Aqua Fort, Brecass by
South, Harbour Main, Brecass by North, Portugrave, Carboneer, the Inhabitants of the latter went to a
small Idand with most of their effects where they Secured themsaves™*  Moreover, a ligt outlining the
numbers of winter inhabitants that reman in the severa bays of Newfoundland fit to bear ams was
broken down as follows:

?? Saint John & the adjacent Southern harbours 400
?? Consumption 200
?? Trinity 200
?? Bonavista 200
22 Indl 1000™

A proposa prepared by a number of merchants during the summer of 1705 mentioned that the problems
being experienced as a result of the French presence in Conception Bay could well continue into the
following winter. Consequently, additiond arms were requested from the Crown.!® Despite these
efforts, it was subsequently directed that only the fortifications proposed for Trinity and Ferryland be
erected, as wel as a facility a Harbour Grace. Surprisngly, though, no mention was made of either
Carbonear or Carbonear I1dand.}” Later that year (or early in 1706), Roya Engineer W. Roope drafted a
memo outlining measures to be taken by the permanent resdents for ther protection. The document
suggests that by that time, what were formerly consdered recommendations or suggested procedures for
deding with matters of defence, were gradudly evolving into laws or more forma requirements to be
followed for “...the better governing of the Country in the winter”. It was noted, for example, that esch
year the people should “...retire to such places as are of strength with their repective directions bringing
with them al ther possessons and their best Effects except those that are bona fide gone a hunting or
have leave to go to some remote place to saw boards but neither one nor the other to carry ther family
with them gpart they render themsdves to the fortresses some time in [winter] if wind and wesather
permit...”. It was dso outlined that each September a body of men resembling a local militia should be
established a each location and that the inhabitants choose from among themselves one individud to
have the powers smilar to those of a Corpord. In case of mortdity, six others should be named as
successors.  All these requirements should be in place prior to he departure of the migratory fleet in the
fall 18

As the war continued into its fifth year, in early 1706, the inhabitants of Conception Bay and adjacent
aeas agan petitioned the Crown in England to send additiond forces to Newfoundland for the
protection of the fishery.’® In late 1709, as problems of French harassment of English settlements
perssted, and St. John's had again fdlen to the French, the resdents of Carbonear compiled yet another
lengthy document summarizing their grave condition: a transcribed version is included as an endnote a
the end of this report.’® In a response prepared by government, it was again stressed that Newfoundland
inhabitants condruct for themsdves make-shift fortifications and occupy them during the winter months
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when the British Military and shipping in generd was not present in any numbers around the Idand.
This policy would ultimatdy affect dl the mgor fishing communities adong the esst coast from
Bonaviga in the north to Ferryland in the south. Primary source materid in the form of a letter written
by Lieut. Moody a St. John's on 23 December 1709 suggests that at that time, conditions had become so
bad, that a percentage of the resdent population was considering departing Newfoundland. It reads:

. in duly last pursuant to her Maesty's Command | Settled about Nine hundred Men,
with their families upon Severd Strong Idands lying to the Northward and Southward of
S. John's, ddivering to them a Phase of her Mgesty's bounty of Arms, Ammunition ad
provisons a the same time Asauring them that they might Expect further works of her
Roydl favour & cogt for their Safety and protection, prevailing with them to change ther
resolution of quitting the Country...*

An interesing document sgned by a J Taylor in 1709 dates that at that time, there was left a
Carbonear Idand (remaining) two barrels of corn powder, 15 pounds of shot, 20 pounds of matches, as
wel as 20 flints and other necessary armaments,®® al of which must have been housed in some sort of
temporary shdlter.

In October 1709, John Collins Esg. was appointed Governor and Commander in Chief of the fort and
harbour of St. John's and the entire coast between Ferryland and Carbonear 1dand following the French
departure from St. John's that year. It was his responsbility to see that dl officers, inhabitants and
others organize themsdves for the defence of Newfoundland. Accordingly, he placed John Pynn in
command of the defences on Carbonear 1dand.?® A dightly later document entitled, A Record of several
laws for the better discipline and good order of the people of Newfoundland, drafted by Captain Crowe
in 1711, suggedts that by that time it had become an officid requirement that inhabitants reoccupy their
winter quarters. Clause five of the document (sometimes referred to as Crowe's Laws) dates that “...the
Inhabitants, fisherman & Servants of the Severd places in Newfoundland and [under] Mentioned; are to
repair to their Winter Quarters dlotted them by the first of October and be under the command of their
Severd Governors for the better Security of themsdves & Effects agangt the Assaults of the Enemy in
Small Bodys to the particular places undermentioned.”?*

The document goes on to say that resdents of St. John's, Quidi Vidi, Torbay and Petty Harbour were to
take refuge in Fort William under the command of Governor Collins, and those in Conception Bay
should move to either Carbonear Idand, Little Belle Idand or Harbour Grace. People occupying the east
coast of the Avalon Peninsula south of St. John's were to take refuge in the fort a Ferryland, and those
in Trinity Bay re-establish themsdves on Dildo Idand and Fox Idand.
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A table appended to the document entitled, Account of the bodys of Inhabitants drawn on the Several
places under Mentioned, reads as follows:

Bonavista and Adjacent PlaCES:.........ueueieriireresereeeee e 290
Dildoe Idand and Adjacent PIaCES: .........coovieiie it 205
Fox's Idand and Adjacent PlaCES:.........ccviueieeieie et e et sne e 185
Carbonear Island and AdjaCcent PlaCES..........covrererirrieriere s 130
Harbergrass Island and Adjacent PlaCesS:.........cocovireririeieresee e 150
Little Bell Island and Adjacent PlaCes: .........ccooeiieieeieneee e 050
Fort William at St. John's and Adjacent PlaCES: ........cccveeeveereiie e 349
Gull Iland and Adjacent PlaCES: .........oiveiieiesiere e 200
Ferryland and Adjacent PlaCES: ........oeriiierierieeree e 366

Total 1925 Mer?®

By 1712, British victories in Europe had brought about an armigtice, and in the Treaty of Utrecht sgned
the following year, the French yidded dl rights in Newfoundland to Britain and were forced to leave
Pacentia (Ransom 1991).  This key politicd event marked the end of the use of civilian fortifications
on Carbonear Idand.

4.1.2 Construction And Maintenance Of Fortifications By Royal Engineers(c. 1740to 1762)

Although conflicts between Britan and France had officidly ceased, concerns about the requirement for
a military presence to maintain control of the fishery continued to be raised. In 1739, for example, a
petition was presented to the Lord Commissoners of the Admirdty by severd London merchants with
trading interests in Newfoundland. The document clamed tha, due to the defencdess date and
condition of the idand, His Magesty should fund the condruction of severd forts or, a very leas,
encourage the inhabitants of the different “out harbours’ to do so. Moreover, the settlements in question
should be furnished with the necessary arms and stores for the proper protection of so valuable a trade as
the fishery, which, a the time, was dso condgdered to be the principa “Nursery of Seamen” for the
Navy.?® In another similar document, it was stated that in the event government should decide not to
erect fortifications at the “Public Charge’, the inhabitants should do so a their own expense, but with
the iron work and provisons provided by the Crown. It was dso suggested that a militia with a
commanding officer be established a each place. For the sarvice of Carbonear, 12 Cannon and 150
small arms with powder and ball would be required.?’
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Eventudly, the concerns of the merchants and inhabitants were taken serioudy and, in July 1740, it was
recommended that the Board of Ordnance send an Engineer to Placentia to survey the date of the
fortifications at that location and prepare a detailed budget for their repair. Once the work a Placentia
was completed, the Engineer should then:

..g0 to St. John's and the other places and make Survey Plans and EStimates for
Fortifying them, and a the same time Report whether smdl Fortifications Erected a
Ferryland, Trinity Harbour and Carboniere, would afford a Safe retreat to the Inhabitants
in case of a Sudden Attack, what the Expenses would be, and what the Inhabitants may
be able to Contribute towards them ether in Money or Labour, and that this Trade may
not be too much exposed or neglected in the Interim till Fortifications can be built...2

4.1.2.1 War of Austrian Succession, 1743t0 1748 (King George'sWar)

Sometime prior to the summer of 1744 (probably during the winter of 1742/43 following the outbreak of
war), plans and esimates for fortifying the different out harbours (including Ferryland, Carbonear and
Trinity), were findized and submitted to the Board of Ordnance for review. Even though copies of dl
the documents related to this event were not located, reference to them in other correspondence indicates
that the Engineer's report recommended that:

...the several Fortifications and Batteries projected for the Defence of Placentia, S.
John's, Ferryland and Carboniere Harbours by the Engineer now in Newfoundland
should be completed as soon as possible according to the respective Plans transmitted to
the Board of Ordnance, That al the Fortifications except those a Placentia to save time
and expense may be Erected with Sod Work and Pdisades only... That Magazines for
Powder, Storehouses, and Barracks be forthwith Erected in such Places where they may
be wanted and of such Materias as shall by the Engineer be thought most convenient...?°

In July 1744, it was noted that Fox Idand in Trinity Bay and Carbonear Idand in Conception Bay, which
served as places of retreat for the inhabitants during the last war, should be provided for as the Engineer
shdl judge necessary.®° It was aso proposed that 1 Sargent, 1 Corporal and 10 Gunners be stationed at
Carbonear, and a totd sum of £25 be dlocaed in the year's budget for contingencies. Sometime
dightly theresfter, it was recommended that the Artificers stationed at Ferryland should be removed to
Carbonear according to the discretion of the Engineer and as the need required! A list of stores
proposed to be sent for the defence of the idand was dso prepared at that time. In addition to ten 18-
pound cannon and cariages, it included a wide variety of tools and materids for condruction and
maintenance of a sandard British Military post of the period. Clealy, a dgnificant change in the
approach to defence of the fishery had occurred. A copy of the document tes been included for review
as Appendix C at the end of this report.
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What appears to be an origind copy of a plan showing the fortifications proposed for Carbonear Idand
was located a the PANL. Entited, A PLAN OF Carboniere Idand in Conception BAY
NEWFOUNDLAND, it contains a satement at the bottom of the page claming it was received with W.
John Brewne's letter dated at St. John's the 18" of October 1746. While not confirmed, it is likely that
the drawing represents what was actuadly proposed and approved for congruction some two years
ealier. A legend a the top right-hand corner numbers and describes the different buildings dated for
condruction. It includes a Landing Place at the southwest end (possibly referring to a wharf); two Five-
gun Batteries (one facing Carbonear Harbour and the other out into Conception Bay); a projected
Barracks or Quarters; and a projected Powder Magazine and Storehouse (Figure 4.1).23 As will be made
clear by the illugtrative and written materia presented kelow, the plan of Carbonear Idand from 1746 is
more schematic than accurate as regards the lay-out and design of batteries and buildings (notably the
Baracks), and the topography in generd. Nonetheless, it does sgnify a notable shift by government
from smply supplementing the ams requirements of the various settlements aong the English Shore to
directing the Board of Ordnance and Royad Engineers to take a leading role in congtruction and upkeep
of more elaborate and durable fortifications for the defence of the inhabitants and the fishery.

Sometime shortly after the c. 1746 overview plan of Cabonear Idand was drafted (Figure 4.1), a
detailed architectura-type drawing of a Barracks and Quarters proposed for congruction was aso
completed by the Royd Enginears. The drawing indicaies that the building would condst of an
elongated centrd section with two adjoining rooms, with wings or extensons projecting off ether end,
reulting in a more or less I-shaped dructure.  Between each room would be partition wals with
chimneys, with brick fireplaces on ether sde. Based on the proposed wal thickness, it gppears that the
Barracks and Quarters would be congtructed mainly of stone, but with wood-framed and sheeted gables
and roof. Slate or wooden shingles may have been used on the roof, and parts of the exterior were likely
sheeted with clapboard (Figure 4.2)3* The drawing entitled, Plan, Section and Elevation of the
projected Quarters and Barracks on Carboniere Island in Conception Bay, Newfoundland, includes a
legend which enumerates the following:

A Lieut. Of the Union B Kitchen
C Gunners Barracks D Soldiers Barracks
E Subdterns Quarters F Kitchen
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Figure4l  PLAN OF Carbonierelsland in Conception BAY NEWFOUNDLAND. 1746
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Figure4.2  Plan, Section and Elevation of the Proposed Quarters and Barracks on Carboniere
Island, in Conception Bay Newfoundland. c. 1747
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Although the plan is not dated in any apparent way, correspondence filed with the Board of Ordnance in
1748 sating that congtruction of the Barracks was wel underway by May of that year, suggedts that it
was drawn sometime in 1747. Because the design or “footprint” of the proposed Barracks and Quarters
differs from that shown on the 1746 overview of Carbonear 1dand (Figure 4.1), it seems likely that it is
not related to that particular plan. As will be seen below, it is the same shape as the building shown on
more recent Ste mapping. One find note regarding the above drawing is the incluson of two smdl
dructures Stuated just off the kitchens and listed as B and F. Based on the sze and design of these
dructures, it is concluded that they are Privies (Outhouses) proposed for condruction a that time
(Figure 4.2).

In the spring of 1748, as condruction of the fortifications on Carbonear Idand proceeded, William
Cook, Esg., Chief Engineer of Newfoundland, filed the following report with the Board of Ordnance
detalling what existed on the idand at that time. It would appear from the details contained in the report
that he had, in fact, visited theidand. It reads.

On this Idand is two Baiteries of Cannon, five 18 pounders each, One of which is on the
SW side to Defend he Entrance into Harbour Grace the other on the NW to Defend the
Entrance into Carbonier and Musgueta Cove Harbours, the Platforms of the last not quite
finished, the Pargpet which is en Barbet, wants twenty Inches of its proper height. The
Powder Magazine & Storehouse finished. The Barracks raised Three feet above the ?
and will, | suspect, be covered in time enough for the Workmen to finish the Battery.>®

4.1.2.2 Interwar Period (1749 to 1755)

War with France officidly came to an end in 1748. Over the course of the entire conflict, no direct
military action had occurred in Newfoundland. To ensure that the fortifications on Carbonear Idand
were kept in a state of readiness and did not fdl into a complete state of disrepair, a contract for upkeep
was awarded by the Board of Ordnance to a Mr. Steward. As regards the size of the garrison, by the fall
of 1749, it had been reduced to 1 Lieutenant, 1 Corpora, 1 Bombardon, 3 Gunners and 5 Mattrosses.®®
Similar to 1748, there were il 10 cannon on the idand3’ In an extensive document entitied, State and
Remains of Sores on Carbonier Island from the 1% October 1748 to 30™ September 1749, there was also
a wide assemblage of materias reported to be present in the Magazine and adjoining Storehouse. The
document, which is far too lengthy to summarize in the body of the text, has been photocopied and
included for reference as Appendix D at the end of this report.®®

Also in 1749, John Badtide, an Engineer with the Roya Navy, travelled to Newfoundland to investigate
the date of the various fortifications recently erected. Badtide, the Chief Engineer dationed at the
Fortress of Louishourg immediaiely following the French capitulation of 1745, had, on a number of
occasons during the fal of 1748, requested leave to depart Ie Royde (later to become known as Cape
Breton Idand) and return to England. In November of that year, his leave was findly gpproved and he
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was permitted to depart... "as soon as the Stores are removed from Louisbourg and the town is
evacuated.”®®  Shortly theresfter, however, he received new ingructions directing him to travel to
Newfoundland on his way to England to examine the fortifications and to make a detailed account of the
financid circumstances. A letter written to Bagtide on 23 December 1748 outlined the following:

Vey lage sums of mony having been drawn from an [account] of the Works in
Newfoundland since the Death of M. Wibault, more especidly for those at Placentia and
S. John's, and having no satisfactory [record] tansmitted to us of the Progress which has
been made, or of the State and Condition of them so as to form a tolerable judgement has
and for what so much mony has been laid out or for wha remains to be done to make
them useful or to put them into a State of Defence.

His Grace, the Magter Generd, therefore thinks it highly necessary you should, before
you return home, visit Placentia, &t John's and the other Settlements in Newfoundland,
take an account of their State and Condition, also examine the Books of the severd
Storekeeper's, see how and for what the mony has been laid out, what was Demanded
from time to time and Report to us your Observations and Opinions of the whole. We
have informed our engineer officers and al others concerned to aid and asss you herein,
and have enclosed an account of the Mony that has been drawn from the several places

respectively.*°

Bastide arrived a Placentia early in 1749 and on the 24™ of February, an account of the expenditures for
S. John's, Placentia, Carbonner, Ferryland and Trinity was written. The document entitled, An Account
of Mony Imprested and Paid for Materials for use of the Works in Newfoundland from July 1746 to 31
December 1748, states that during the specified time period £283, 18, 2 worth of materias had been sent
for the fortifications a Carbonear, but Bills of Exchange drawn amounted to only £269, 0, 17.** The
dates covered by Badides report are of paticular interest in that they suggest congructions of
fortifications on Carbonear 1dand began sometime during the summer or spring of 1746. While it is
known that Bastide submitted a second report entitted, An Abstract of the most flagrant abuses and
misconducts in Newfoundland, wherein he may have discussed Carbonear Idand in some detal, the
document (completed in March 1750) could not be located during the current research project. The
reference for it, obtained from a type-written statement prepared by the Historic Sites and Monuments of
Canada in the late 1960s or early 1970s, unfortunately proved to be inaccurate. The red of microfilm on
which it was reported to be was ordered from the NAC through inter-library and reviewed with negetive
results.  Oddly, a dightly earlier report entitted, Capt Bastide'’s Complaints, Mr. Wibault's Answers,
contained no reference whatsoever to Carbonear.*? Exactly why, is uncertain.
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Starting in 1750, the size of the garrison at Carbonear and other east coast locations was reduced and the
materias in stores were ordered to be transferred to St John's. A document written at that time outlines
following:

| recaeived dso by the Hand of Captain Bastide a Director of Engineers a copy of a
Paragraph of a Letter of Your Grace to Sir John Segonier dated the 6" April last [1749]
importing thet, The King has been pleased to direct that the Ordnance Stores, &
Magazines now a Ferryland, Carbonier and Trinity Harbour in Newfoundland, should be
al trangported to St. John's in the same Idand, and that a Sargent and Five Gunners only
be left a each of the first Mentioned Places to take Care of the Store houses and
Matforms.

| have the Honour to Acquaint Your Grace that the Transportation of the above Stores to
this Place has been for some time begun, and that the whole of His Mgesty’s orders
therein will be Complied in a Short Time...*

At about the same time as the above account was drafted, a plan of Carbonear 1dand thought to date to
c. 1750 was completed. Information obtained from an extensve database compiled by Alberta Wood,
the Map Archivig a the Map Room, MUN, suggests the author may have been Augustus or Andrew
Durnford, as the initids AD gppear on the drawing. In any event, it is a paticulaly skilful
representation of the idand, showing stylized vegetation and relief pictoridly and by deding. It dso
includes a number of buildings a the southwest end (possbly owned by Pike and/or Pynn and used for
the seasond fishery), as wdl as a line of Intrenchments dong the edge of the embankment overlooking
the Landing Place, two five-gun Baiteries, a Magazine and Storehouse, the I-shaped Barracks and
Quarters with what is likdy an adjacent Privy, a number of Gardens (possibly for vegetables) and what
may be a Guard Room or lookout on the height of land at the northeast end of the idand. A rumber of
prominent landmarks are aso noted, including Pike's Cove, Thundering Cove and Bdl Cove. From a
historic resources research and development point of view, the plan of Carbonear Idand dating to c.
1750 is an invduable source of information for assessng the dt€'s archaeologicd and interpretative
potential (Figure 4.3).%4
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Figure43  PLAN of CARBONIERE ISLAND in CONCEPTION BAY NEWFOUNDLAND. c.
1750
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A report filed a the end of 1750, possibly b accompany the above plan, ligs only 1 Bombardier, 1
Gunner and 4 Mattrosses for Carbonear.*® The same number is recorded for 1751,%¢ 1753*" and 1754.%8
In 1755, while one reports lists 1 Lieutenant Fire Worker, 1 Sargent, 1 Gunner and 4 Mattrosses,*
another shows 1 Sargent, 1 Gunner and 4 Mattrosses®® Also in 1755, there were il ten 18-pound
cannon in place on Carbonear Idand,>! and it was directed that, in addition to 143 round shot for 24-
pound, 18-pound and 6-pound cannon and several other materids for operation and maintenance of
guns, the following list of supplies was to be ddlivered for use by the garrison:

Common Powder Barrels Ten

Fine Powder Barrels Two

Musouet Balls 1 Hund"®d Weight
Fints for Musquets five Hundr.
Tanned Hydes Two.>?

4.1.2.3 Seven YearsWar, 1756 to 1763 (French and Indian War)

With the outbresk of war in 1756 came a renewed effort to ensure that the fortifications on Carbonear
Idand were promptly put into a renewed dtate of readiness. Even though the troops listed for that year
consisted of only 1 Gunner and 1 Maitross>® in 1757, an Officer was directed, without loss of time, to
proceed to Ferryland, Trinity, and Carbonear to conduct a thorough survey of the fortifications and
report back as to their state and condition and whether or not they had been maintained according to the
terms and conditions of the contract awarded to Mr. James Steward by the Board of Ordnance on the
10" of April, 1750%* Over the course of his assessment, M. Edmund Scott made the following
observations:

Carboniere I1dand dtuated in Conception Bay between Carboniere and Harbour Grace
Harbours opposite the entrance into Musguitta Cove and about 1/3 of a Mile distance
from the shore, it is inaccessble dmog dl round, it has 2 Batteries en Barbett one on the
S dde inclosed with Pdllisades in Reverse, the other on the North sde quite open with a
gmall ditch about 12 or 14 feet wide & 6 or 7 feet deep, each Battery mounts five 18
pounders but their height from the Water being near one hundred feet together with the
disance from those Harbours & the Batterys being sStuated not in the most favourable
manner, render them of little Service. There is a good Barracks ? of holding 10 Men and
ther Officers with a Store House & Magazine the later of which will hold about 150
Barrels of Powder, the Store house is much the same with the other two. There is a kind
of Wharf built after the manner of the Stage Heads, but the violent run of the Sea renders
it difficult to Land very often. The above Wharf and Buildings and Plaforms ? are kept
up in repair according to M ? Stuarts agreement W the Hon.”® Board of Ordnance. The
Guns and Cariages in dl the three ? want to be puttyed & Panted and Tampions
particularly for those at Carboniere®

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 26
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



Also in 1757, it was reported that there were in stores: 143 round shot for 18-pounders; 130 18-pound
cartridges;, 13 barrds of powder; 5 handspikes, 5 carbines and 1 habert; 100 hundred musket bals and
500 hundred flints, as well as many other pieces of equipment required for service of the guns® In
addition to the above, on September 1%, 1757, a letter was written to W. Franc. Day, the Ordnance
Storekeeper a . John's, directing him to deliver 8 barrels of powder, 20 round shot, 80 cartridges and
25 matches for cannon to Lieut. Theo Rogers a Carbonear for the store of the fortifications®’ At that
time, the reports indicate there was 1 Lieut. Fireworker, 1 Gunner and 3 Mattrosses stationed at the
fadlity.>®® For the years 1758°>° 1759%° and 1760,°* only 3 Maitrosses are listed for Carbonear,
presumably for service on the idand.

In the fal of 1762, the find military engagement between Britan and France in Newfoundland (and in
British North America, for that matter) occurred. The British victories a Louisbourg (1758), Quebec
City (1759) and Montreal (1760) virtualy ended the French presence in North America and led to the
opening of peace negations under conditions of great disadvantage to France. In a find ditch effort to
gan barganing power, the French government dispaiched a nava force with approximately 800 troops
to attack Newfoundland (Ransom 1991). On June 24™, 1762, French troops under the command of
Colonel Le Comte dHausonville landed a Bay Bulls and proceeded overland in a northerly direction.
Three days later they successfully invaded S John's with hardly a shot fired (Jenzen 1985).
Subsequently, a number of smdl fishing craft were refitted and set sal to the north to disrupt the British
fishery in Conception Bay and Trinity Bay, and to pillage food and resources to help support the
occupation of St. John's. At Carbonear, because the fortifications on the idand were reported to have
been unmanned and in an advanced state of disrepair® (as an attack at that point in time when the war
was drawing to a dose was thought unlikely), in mid-August French troop more or less walked ashore
unhindered, occupied the ste for a brief period, and burnt and destroyed dl existing structures prior to

departing.

Little is known of the French occupation of Carbonear Idand in 1762 except that, which is learned from
contemporary dte plans and one brief report. Even though the materid produced by French
Cartographer Marc Antoine Sieur de Cing Mars is technicaly the earliest and shows what was on the
idand at that time, because it is dated the following year, the plans produced by JW de Barres shortly
after the French withdrawa and handed over to Colone William Amherst in 1762 are discussed fird.
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Figure4.4 A Plan of Harbour Grace, Carbonere Harbour, Musketa Cove &c in Conception Bay,
in the Island of Newfoundland. 1763
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The large-scae aerid view produced by de Barres entitled, A Plan of Harbour Grace, Carbonere
Harbour, Musketa Cove &c In Conception Bay, in the Island of Newfoundland, shows a number
of buildings and dages Stuated dong the shordine of the various communities, as wel as water
depths and navigationd obstacles a severd locations. In Harbour Grace, for example, a large
sandbank projects out into the harbour on the south side just west of the entrance. Also shown
on the plan are Harbour Grace Idand and Salvage, and another smaller rock a short distance to
the northeast (Figure 4.4).%

A detalled drawing of the idand was aso produced to accompany the above aerid view. Entitled, A
Sketch of Carbonere Island, situated at the Mouth of Carbonere Harbour, in Conception Bay, in the
Island of Newfoundland, it is by no means a clear copy but does, nevertheless provide sgnificant
ingght into the range of structures (military and otherwise) in place a the time of the French occupation
in 1762. A notation at the base of the plan reads:

A Report of Carbonere Idand, on the Entrance of Carbonere Harbour, n Conception Bay,
in the Idand of Newfoundland. Carbonere Idand is Surrounded with an Almost
perpendicular Rock, accessble only a the Landing place FF, And even there the ascent
on the Bank might, with smdl labours by diffning its dedivity, reparing the Old
I ntrenchments 66666, and erecting a few Batterys, rendered impracticable-

In addition to the above, a legend on the plan lists the Structures on the idand (some of which were
undoubtedly used for the fishery) that were “Burned and entirdly destroyed by the Enemy..”. Included
were:

7 A, Barracks

7? B, Powder Magazine, and Provisons Store
” CC two five Gun Batterys

?? D, M." Pike' s House and Store House

?7? E, M." Pinn's House

A second set of notations describes the different works De Barres consdered necessary to reingtate the
fortifications to an appropriate level of security. Listed under “New works proposed to be erected for
the defence of the Idand”, are:

71, A Batery of 4 Guns
7 2, Dto of 1 Gun
” 3 Dto of 4Guns
7 4, Dto of 2Guns

?7? 55,5, Three Block houses for lodging the Troops, with a Ditch and an Intrenched
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Communication to each other four Six Pounders might be fixed in each Blockhouse.

A final notation written at the base of the plan dates that “Carbonere and Grace's Harbours, Musketa,
Crockré and Clowns Cove, can & any time muster up above 600 able fighting Men, Most of the
Inhabitants Seem to reman Wedthy, notwithstanding their congderable loss sudaned by the
Destruction of their fish flakes and store houses &.c.

NB a Couple Mortarswould be of great Service upon the ISand against Ships- (Figure 4.5).*

A leading figure in the French force during the campaign of 1762 was Cartographer Marc Antoine Seur
de Cing Mars. During the 11-week occupation of the east coast of Newfoundland he made observations
and measurements and supervised the gathering of field data, which the following year was transcribed
into detailed colour plans a Toulon, France. The complete set of de Cing Mars drawings, which
include plan and sections perspectives of . John's, Ferryland, Carbonear, Placentia and Trinity
Harbours, illustrate that the French had executed a well-designed drategy to gather intelligence on the
charecteridics of the principd merchant settlements in Newfoundland and how they were defended
(Handcock 1988: 150).

The de Cing Mars area overview entitted, CARTE des Environs du Ports Carboniere de Mosquitto et de
I’isle Carboniere avec ses Batteries pour la defence des dits Ports dans leure Etats actuale. 1763,
Nouvelle Angleterre, is very detailed indeed as regards the natural and cultura landscape of that part of
Conception Bay. In Carbonear, for example, he shows numerous buildings, wharves, flakes and gardens
Stuated dong the waterfront and dightly inland on the north sde of the harbour. He adso depicts a
similar degree of occupation on the south side of “Port De Mosquitto” (Figure 4.6).%° In fact, the area-
drawing is so detaled and shows so much more development than indicated by the contemporary
English illugrations (Figure 4.4), that one wonders, in the first instance, if it is accurate and, if so, how
the French Cartographer and his team could have compiled that amount of information in 0 short a
period of time. One must bear in mind tha the French occupation of the east coast of Newfoundland
was only 12 week or so and during that period, five settlements, including St. John's, were surveyed and
undoubtedly sketched - an extreordinary feat by any standards. Nonetheless, the question of accuracy
dill remans. Given that the combined winter population of Carbonear and Mosquito in 1753 was
reported to be 622,°° with tha number probably doubling or even tripling in summer, the amount of
activity indicated for August of 1762 could well be correct and not the product of embelishment for
politicd or persond gains. Unfortunately, the only reference made in de Cing Mars report obtained
from France for this study about these two settlements was that neither appeared to be very wel
protected from the sea but, nonetheless, were key ports with consderable infrastructure in place for
prepaing and drying cod fish.®” It is not surprising, therefore, that the cannon on Carbonear Idand (as
seen from the trgectory shown on Figure 4.6) were postioned drategicaly to secure the entrances or
roadstead into those harbours.
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A Sketch of Carbonere Island, situated in the Mouth of Carbonere Harbour, in

Conception Bay, in thelsland of Newfoundland. 1763
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Figure4.6  CARTE des Environs du Ports Carboniere de Mosquitto et de I’isle Carboniere avec
ses Batteries pour la defence des dits Ports dans leure Etats actuale. 1763
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The detailed drawing of Carbonear Idand prepared by de Cing Mars in 1763 from data collected the
previous summer is equaly vauable from the point of view of understanding land use (Figure 4.7).8
Entitled, PLAN Particulier de L’isle de la Carboniere En Amerique Relatit a la Carte de Cette partir
avec lesprojects pour la defence et celle des ports de la Carboniere et Mosqguitto dans la baye de la
Conception, Nouvelle Angleterre, it shows what was in place on the idand in 1762 prior to being
destroyed, as well as the extensive facilities proposed for condtruction at the southwest end in the event
France retained control of the area The fact that the French Engineers produced the plan and section
drawings for improvements to the fortifications, suggests, perhaps, that they too thought it a good
location for the defence of thee key settlements The information included in the plan’'s legend
detailing what was actudly on the idand islisted and trandated below.

Batterie de 5 Canons (Battery of 5 Cannon)

Batterie de 5 Canons (Battery of 5 Cannon)

Magazin a poudre (Powder Magazine)

Cazaerne ou barraque pour 20 hommes d’ enfantrie, 20 d artillerie et deux officiers (Barracks for

20 Infantrymen, 20 Artillerymen and two Officers)

Mamelon versant du cote de la mer ou la Descente et tres facile. L’ ancien Retranchement garne

d atillerie et de Mousquellerie en Defend I'access (Hill doping to the seashore where the decent
is vay dight. The old wdl-lined Retrenchment of the artillery and musketry to defend the
access).

F Mason ou Barrague pour trois hommes d artillerie (House or Barracks for three Artilleryman)

G Masonsruinees qui gppartienent aux habitans (Ruined houses owned by the inhabitants)

333
O0Ow>
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As regards the additional works proposed for Carbonear I1dand, listed under the heading Projects, it
would appear from the drawing that the mgority would be Stuated at the southwest end overlooking the
Landing Place where any attempted assault would most likey occur. Included in tha generd area
would be more extensve earthworks and Intrenchments, addition Batteries and a Guard House, as wdll
as a whaf or docking facility Stuated off the most prominent point of land near the narrow beach.
Directly to the west of the |-shaped Barracks and Quarters completed by Royal Engineers c. 1748, there
would be two new buildings condructed as accommodation for Soldiers and Officers (Figure 4.7).
Nowhere on the French plans or in the associated correspondence is it implied or clearly stated that the
fortifications and civilian buildings on Carbonear Idand were destroyed in 1762.

In summary, the de Cing Mars plan of Carbonear Idand from 1763 (Figure 4.7) is yet another extremely
vaudble illudrative resource that provides further indght into the extent of occupaion in the mid-
eghteenth century by military and civilians personnd. It confirms that, in addition to Board of
Ordnance properties (which by that time may have been in a State of disrepair), there were severd other
buildings owned by resdents of the area (including a Mr. Pike and a Mr. Pynn), that may have been
used at certain times of the year for fisheries-related activities. Severa of these properties (listed as G in
the Legend trandated above) may also have been somewhat dilapidated.
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Figure4.7  PLAN Particulier de L’isle de la Carboniere En Amerique Relatit a la Carte de Cette
partir avec les projects pour la defense et celle des ports de la Carboniere et Mosquitto dans la baye de
la Conception, Nouvelle Angleterre. 1763.

Figure 4.7
PLAN Pariicwier ge Lisfe oe fn Carboniens Ba diver it Befant o ja Carfe de {efle i ave ia'3 pricefer i
prowr fen defense of colle dex parts de fa Cavboniere of Mosguitte daay fa baye de le Concoprion, Newvedle dngleerse, 1763
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Moreover, the dawing indicates that in the 1760s severd aress of the idand had been developed
into smal gardens, no doubt for the cultivation of vegetables. Whether this activity was part of
military duties or was civilianbased is unknown.

A third plan of Carbonear Idand related to the French occupation of 1762 was aso located a the PANL
in &. John's  Entitled, PLAN of CARBONERA ISLAND situated at the Entrance of CARBONERA
HARBOUR in CONCEPTION BAY NEWFOUNDLAND, it includes a notation at the base indicating thet
it was the work of Chamberlain from April 7", 1763 (Figure 4.8).%° Essentidly, it is a copy of the
dightly earlier drawing by de Barres and contains more or less the same information (Figure 4.5). It is
nonetheless, included in this report as it shows a clearer view of the idand and what was in place and
destroyed during the French occupation, but without the overlay of the facilities proposed for
congructed by the British Military. It is concluded that it is probably an incomplete copy and represents
awork-in-progress (Figure 4.8).

Because the text on the plan differs dightly from the earlier English rendition of Carbonear Idand, it is
included below for reference.

?? Barracks

?? Powder Magazine and Provisons Store
?”? C,.C. Two five Gun Batteries
7D M." Pikes's Store and House
”E M." Pinn’s Ditto

7 FF Pace of Landing.

»

GGGGG. QOld Intrenchments to Prevent the Landing.
Intirdly Burn'd and Destroyed by the French onthe  August 1762.

Carbonera and Grace Harbours, Musketa, Crockress, and Clowns Cove, can a any time,
muster up above 600 Fighting Men, these with their most Vauable effects, might upon
Emergencies retire on Cabonera Idand. most of the Inhabitants seem to remain
Wedthy, notwithstanding their Condderable loss Sugtained by the Dedtruction of ther
Fish Flakes, Store Houses & c.
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Entrance of Carbonera Harbour in Conception Bay Newfoundland. 1763.

Figure4.8
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Writing about the ease with which Carbonear 1dand was taken in 1762, the following Statement
by Lord Colvill (Commander-in-Chief of His Mgesty’'s ships in North America) summarises
succinctly the circumstances that led to and undoubtedly prevailed at the time.

The idand of Carbonera, in Conception bay, has had no other garrison for many years but
a few old men of the atillery, to take care of the guns and ordnance stores. Had some of
the inhabitants of the adjacent coast taken post here, they might easly have defended it
againg any force, as the idand is inaccessble on all Sdes, except one narrow landing
place, and no safe road in the neighbourhood for the greet ships, but the enemy landed in
boats, and destroyed the whole without resistance.”®

4.1.3 Post-1763 (Board Of Ordnance Withdrawal From Carbonear I1dand)

The ggning of the Treaty of Paris in 1763 officidly marked the end of military activities on Carbonear
Idand. Despite the fact that it continued to be used as a seasond fishing room well into the twentieth
century, the facilities put in place or upgraded by the Board of Ordnance in the 1740s for the defence of
the area were never rebuilt. Even during the American Revolution of the late 1770s and early 1780s
(when, on a number of occasons, privateers disrupted the fishery and threatened severa communities),
and the Napoleonic Wars which perdsted from 1793 to 1815, no reference is made in documents to
fortifications being raised on Carbonear Idand. It appears that during both those conflicts, defence
facilities were established directly in the communities of Carbonear and Harbour Grace.

The decison not to reingtate Carbonear Idand may, in pat, be due to recommendations put forth by
Engineer Capt. Hugh Debbieg in the late 1760s following his comprehensve survey and assessment of
the fortifications on the east coast carried out in associaion with Commander Hugh Pdliser, the recently
gppointed Governor of Newfoundland. One of the primary objectives of his tour of duty was to make a
determination (based on firg-hand observation) as to whether the works formerly used in the out
harbours (some of which were destroyed by the French in 1762) should be repaired and upgraded, or
totdly abandoned and an entirely new drategy put in place for the defence of the fishery which, in his
opinion, was worth an estimated value of £500.000-750.000 per annum. In one of his several extensve
reports dated at London the 18™ of October 1769, Debbieg implies that Carbonear Island should not be
refortified, mainly because of the harbour's sze and “...not one nor many Batteries will hinder the Ship
of an Enemy from Anchoring in, and of course shaing the Port with us.”.”> On a smilar theme, he
reiterated that for the same reason “..the Enemy may Anchor his Feet theren, and carry on his
operations with as much ease and Security as he could well desire..”.”> Because no effort was made to
reoccupy the idand, it must be assumed that Debbieg's recommendations played some role in that
decison.
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In 1776, during the American Revolution, a number of petitions were sent to &. John's from the
different out harbours requesting arms and supplies for protection from privateers who were known to
be harassing fishing vessds dong the coast. Replies to these requests sent to Trinity and Ferryland by
Governor Montague mention that he had been directed to ensure that only two war vessals remained in
Newfoundland for the winter: one a& S. John's and the other a Placentia. In each letter he States that he
wishes he could comply with al the requests, but circumstances beyond his contral will not dlow him to
do s0. No actua petition for arms was sent to St. John's from Carbonear, dthough it was stated by
Montague in a letter to Ferryland that he fully understood that the people of Trinity and Harbour Grace,
for example, were in need and that they should prepare themsdaves the best they could for a potentid
attack.”

In September 1778, the principal merchants of Harbour Grace drafted a letter stating that they would not
be able to erect the fortifications suggested by Royd Engineer Lieut. Col. Robert Pringle for the defence
of their town as a result of a lack of participation of the resdents. No mention is made of Carbonear,
and the fact that Pringle travelled from St. John's to Harbour Grace, could suggest it and not Carbonear
|sland was the preferred location for defences for the residents of the region.”

Findly, in the spring of 1779, a plan of action for the defence of Newfoundland and Labrador was put in
place. It was agreed that the inhabitants of the principa ports would “...throw up some Works for the
Security of their Craft and Stages againgt the attack of Privateers...” and that cannon for the fortifications
would be furnished by the Board of Ordnance from an inventory of gpproximatdy forty dated to be
transported © Quebec. In addition, it was gpproved that 700 smdl ams and sufficient ammunition be
sent to Newfoundland and didtributed among the "Principal Fisherman® according to their needs. The
smal arms and the cannon were to be returned to the King's Store ance peace had been restored.”® That
there were problems and concerns raised by the inhabitants is made clear by the statement from 1779
indicating that “Not one vessdl in ten hath arrived this year, by means of Privateers...”.”®

Although approved in April of 1779 by Governor Edwards, correspondence indicates that the arms were
not didributed until later that fall. 1t would gppear from the document that the south coast of Labrador
and Trinity, as well as severd communities dong the east coast of the Avaon and in S. Mary’'s Bay,
were provided for. It is of note tha no mention is made of any locations in Conception Bay.”” In
another letter written by Governor Edwards a Portsmouth on December 9" 1779, he mentions the it was
his understanding that most of the out harbours to the east of Placentia were, by the time of his departure
from Newfoundland for the winter, provided for and able to defend themselves”® In An Account of
Ordnance and Ordnance Stores from His Mgesty’'s Stores at Saint John's for the Defence of the
different Ports in Newfoundland, no mention is made of Carbonear, however, a Harbour Grace, a W.
Garland was put in charge of the materials sent out, which included two 9-pounders and powder.”
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For reasons unknown, in 1796 a copy of an earlier plan of Carbonear Idand was prepared by C. Vernon
(Figure 4.9).2° Entitled, PLAN of CARBONERA ISLAND situated at the Entrance of CARBONERA
HARBOUR in CONCEPTION BAY Newfoundland, it contains essentidly the same information as the
ealier drawing sgned by Chamberlain in 1762 (Figure 4.8). Why it was compiled at this late date is
uncertain, as it does not gppear to have been associated with any contemporary report filed with the
Board of Ordnance. Whether it was related to the attempted assault on &. John's and efforts by a
French sguadron under the command of Admird de Richery to disrupt the English fishery on the coast
that year cannot be confirmed. It is, nonetheless, included below for review.

At the beginning of the War of 1812, Capt. Bamey, commander of His Mgesty's Ship Comet, ddivered
one 18-pounder complete with carriage and side arms to Carbonear and one 9 pound to Harbour Grace.
However, no mention is made of Carbonear 19and.®' In a report filed later the same year, the following
detalls related to the defence of the area are provided. It reads:

This is not a secure harbour, as the entrance is wide and there is but little protection from
the N. East winds, the anchorage is aso bad. The Gun sent by the Comet was placed in
Croakers cove point, and has command of the whole entrance; but as a vessdl keeping to
the oppodte sde would not pass within hdf a Mile of it, the harbour cannot be
consdered as well defended. It would therefore be highly advantageous to have a large
Gun placed on Mosquito Point, which, beside the defence it would give by crossng the
fire, and seeing the whole Harbour in reverse, would prevent any vessel from going into
Mosquito Cove, where there is good anchorage and a number of inhabitants. This point is
dmog an idand, as the neck joining it is very incondderable, and it might easily be made
safe from an assault in the rear.

There are no guns [hear] a Carbonear; but on the Idand opposite there are the remains of
a Fortification, which time did not permit us to examine. But as it was expected the
Comet would return here and Harbour Grace, the landing on the Idand and many remarks
on both places, were put off until thet time.®?

It is of note that in the same report Harbour Grace is aso discussed. It is mentioned that a tha time
(1812) there were two batteries laid out for its defence; one at Bears Cove and the other “about 150
yards above the point of the Bar.” It is mentioned as well that the ordnance a Harbour Grace, not
including that brought by the Comet, included two long 9-pounders in good condition and two 18-
pounders which were old and rusted but ill considered servicesble. There were adso approximately 40
shot of different sizes on site, mainly for 18-pounders®®  Throughout the remainder of the War of 1812,
no reference is made to any activities on Carbonear Idand, despite the fact that materias were sent for
the defence of Carbonear®* and placed under the direction of aJ. Elison and aH.G. William Silly.®°
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Figure4.9  Plan of CARBONER I SLAND situated at the Entranceto CARBONER HARBOUR in
CONCEPTION BAY NEWFOUNDLAND. 1796.
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A Higoric Stes Plague ingdled on the remans thought to be Harbour Grace Batery in the
1960s by the hen Department of Tourism dates that it was in use from 1779 to sometime after
1822. The plague on the Battery at Carbonear States it was erected in 1812, but no other
information is provided 26

In 1827, Colonel Nicolls submitted a report to Master General of the Ordnance dated the 25" of August
which contained a table with the heading List of Out Harbours in the Island and on the East of
Newfoundland, where there have formerly been Forts and Batteries, and where there are at present the
following old Guns, considered for the most part unserviceable, and having neither Carriages nor
Platforms. For Carbonear Island, one iron 18-pound cannon is listed ®”

In 1841, Roya Engineer Edward G. Lloyd prepared a Sketch of Carbonear and Harbour Grace with the
intervening road. It includes the harbours of Harbour Grace and Carbonear, as well Carbonear Idand
with what gppear to be Eathworks or Intrenchments skirting the southwest edge over looking the
Landing Place (Figure 4.10)8 A dose-up of the idand prepared as pat of the same collection is
entitled, Sketch of Carbonear Island - Appearance of the Island from the Harbour. While not a
paticularly accurate or indghtful rendition, it does, nonetheess, show Intrenchments and what are likely
Gun Emplacements or Platforms, as well as what may be the Barracks and Storehouse and Magazine.

Because neither of these building footprints are accurately represented, it is possble that Lloyd is
showing entirdly different dructures.  In summary, then, while the plan is of interest and suggests that
some activity or requirement for the idand necesstated its production at that time, its vaue as a
document of land use would appear to be minima (Figure 4.11)%° It is uncertain whether it was
prepared as part of a proposa or is Smply meant to illusrate exiging facilities. The fact it was prepared
by a Roya Engineer does, however, suggest it was military in nature,

In a report dated the 18" of September 1858, it is learned that an individua associated with the Military
(name unknown) was sent to Newfoundland for the purpose of “..indituting enquiries rdative to any
land which may belong to the Ordnance or War department reserved for Fortifications” Regarding
potentia properties in Conception Bay, it is dated that only Carbonear 1dand, Stuated in the entrance to
the Harbour, has property that could in any way be clamed by government. The report goes on the say
that on “...Carbonear Idand there are evident marks of its having been, in the eighteenth century, used
as a place of defence and many persons residing at Carbonear recal that at one time there were thirteen
cannon on the Idand which had by that time ether sunken into the earth or were tumbled into the sea”

As far as could be determined, there was no person who could rightfully dam possesson of the idand
or any pat of it. The individud, therefore, considered it to be exclusvely the property of the Queen.

Nonetheless, it was noted that “..Fisherman occasiondly erect smdl stages upon the Idands and cure
ther fish upon temporary flakes but the cultivation of the soil is not atended to, in fact it is totdly
neglected.”°
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Figure4.10 Sketch of Carbonear and Harbour Grace with the intervening road. 1841
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Figure4.11  Sketch of Carbonear Island. Appearance of the Island from the Harbour. 1841
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4.1.4 Congruction and Maintenance of the Lighthouse on Carbonear |dand

According to the 1905 edition of Newfoundland and Canadian Lights and Fog Stations on the Coast of
Newfoundland, the lighthouse on Carbonear Idand was first listed in 1878 Three years previous,
however, it was reported that because the light station at Harbour Grace was Stuated in a dangerous
location, it should be moved. A satement compiled by JT. Nevill dated May 1874 dates that “...If the
light is to be removed, Carbonear Idand seems to present the most igible dte for a new erection, and if
placed there it will render the proposed light on Crocker's Point unnecessary for the use of
Carbonear...”.%? While one was congtructed on the island, the one a Harbour Grace was maintained and
not abandoned.

In 1878, it was reported that the “new building on Carbonear 1dand was ingpected”, confirming that it
was indeed completed that year.®® From 1879-82, costs were included in annual budgets for repairs and
maintenance. In 1883, it was reported that the keeper had passed away. Following a vigt to the idand,
it was reported by Mr. Oke, the Keeper of Lighthouses in Newfoundland, that the work on the facility
was“...very wel being done”*

In 1888, it was reported that the sation on Carbonear Idand would have to be supplied with a
supplementary red mast-head light to prevent confusion between its white light and the one proposed to
be instdled.®™® When ingpected in 1890, it was found that the landing-wharf was in a very bad condition
and repairs were necessary. They were carried out, but further ones would be needed in the spring.%
The following year a number of repairs were completed to the wharf, but gravel eroding down the bank
at the southwest end of the idand caused some damage to the back of the store. Other problems such as
leaks were reported for the lighthouse.®’

Throughout the remainder of the nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century, annua reports
compiled on the light station congtantly outlined the need for maintenance and upkeep of the house and
wharf, the latter frequently being damaged by ice and high seas. That repairs to the house were needed
is not a dl surprisng, given the fact it was a wooden dructure on a sone foundation Stuated in an
extremdy exposed environment with virtudly no protection from the dements (Figures 4.12). A
photograph of the building from circa 1900 showsits condition at that time (Figure 4.13).

Circa 1927, it appears that demolition of the facility was contracted to a resdent of Bristol’s Hope. Mr.
Clayton Pottle of Carbonear, who was actudly born in the lighthouse in 1919, provided this information.
Subsequently a new kerosene light was ingaled which, in the 1920s, was converted to gas as was
common & the time. In the early 1970s, the light was battery-powered but was subsequently fitted with
asolar pand in 1980s, a system that is il in use today (H. Chubbs, pers. comm.).
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Figure4.12 Lighthouse on Carbonear Idand c. 1900
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Figure4.13 Lighthouse on Carbonear Idand c. 1900 (North View)

4.2 Field Reconnaissance

The discussion that follows is based on data gathered during the brief field reconnaissance of Carbonear
Idand completed on November 12, 2003. Due to the short duration of the trip, the conclusons drawn
must be consdered tentative and the locetions shown for certain Ste features should be consdered
generd.  The information presented is intended primarily as a guide to hep highlight areas of potentid
higtoric resources significance and to aid planners and researchers with any future activities that may be
proposed.

4.2.1 AreaA (Landing Place)

What was frequently referred to in the archiva record as the Landing Place is dtuated at the southwest
end of Carbonear Idand on or adjacent to a smdl point of land that projects out beyond what little beach
exiss. While some cartographers such as Brewse, de Barres, Chamberlain and Verron, for example, use
the term to describe the full length of the beach (Figures 4.1, 45, 4.8 and 4.9), others, including
Durnford and de Cing Mars, are more specific and show smdl, rectangular-shaped structures at the end
of the headland and dightly to the south, indicating some sort of structures such as wharves, stages or
flakes had possibly been erected there (Figure 4.3 and 4.7). In Scott’s report cited above from 1757, for
example, he noted that there was “...a kind of Wharf built after the manner of the Stage Heads, but the
violent run of the Sea renders it difficult to Land very often.” Nonetheless, the structure was in good
repair at that time,
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Severd references to the Landing Place were aso made in the nineteenth century in the annua reports
filed in the House of Assembly records regarding maintenance of the Carbonear Idand light dation.
These reports make it clear that maintaining a wharf at that location - which is virtudly the only point on
the idand where one could go - was not without its problems, the principd factors being the constant
swell and dedructive effects of soring-ice. On a number of occasons in the twentieth century, wooden
wharfs were stuated off the point, but they too did not last (C. Pottle pers. comm.). No evidence of
ballast was noted on the seabed during the field reconnaissance.  The hidtoric resources significance of
any such features would, in any event, be limited (Figure 4.14).

4.2.2 AreaB (Intrenchments: c. 1690sto 1762)

Severd military maps from the eighteenth century show a line of Intrenchments dong the edge of the
embankment at the southwest end of the idand overlooking the Landing Place and beach. A 1779
definition included in a period military dictionary (Smith 1969), dates that Intrenchments are raised
eathen wadls typicdly condructed with materids excavated from a ditch or trench running dong the
inner side of the feature. Depending on the defence requirements, they can be either mounded and free-
danding, or possbly wooden bares or cloth bags filled with earth. Ther principd function of these
samply, yet effective defence works isto provide cover to troops from enemy fire.
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Figure4.14 Carbonear Idand Site Plan

Figum 4.14

CARBOMEAR ISLAND
SITE PLAN

5?, Jatepees Whitlord
Ervearcmenped Limited

With the exception of the initid plan of the fortifications proposed for Carbonear Idand in 1746 (Figure
4.1), dl other illustrations located during the archival research, including the mogst recent from 1841,
show the horizontd extent of the Intrenchments (Figures 4.3, 4.5, 4.7, 4.8, 49 and 4.11). Given that no
effort was expended in establishing smilar structures a other locations on the idand, it is reasonable to
conclude that the southwest end was the only place where a landing could concelvably occur. It is of
note that de Cing Mars plan from 1763 (Figure 4.7), shows gaps or apertures in the Intrenchments
which could indicate embrasures for amdl-cdibre canon. He refers to it as “Retrenchements en
cremaillers’, suggesting a crenulated or broken wall.

During the field reconnaissance completed in November 2003, the remains of the earthworks above the
beach were observed and photographed (Photos 3 and 4). While in certain areas dong the length it
appears that segments have eroded down over the bank, and the contours of the ditch on the insgde have
become less defined as a result of organic build-up from decomposing plant-matter and perhaps severa
episodes of re-building, the generd configuration is nonethdess consgent with the eighteenth century
decription.  As regards when the Intrenchments were initidly put in place, in dl probability they could
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represent some of the earliest defences on the idand. For example, it was noted in the Baudoin journd
from 1697 tha during one of the initid attempts to land “..\We saw the enemy ranged [lined up] in large
numbers who fired some cannon a us..”. Although no direct reference to the precise location is made,
it is likey tha the inhabitants were pogtioned behind some form of barrier such as an earthworks within
musket shot of the narrow beach at the southwest end of the idand. This is not to say, however, that the
mounds of earth that currently remain were necessarily condructed at that time. It smply suggests that
because a feaiure such as this would clearly have been essentid during all periods of military activity,
there is a likdihood that the initid condruction was carried out in the seventeenth century, followed by
sveard episodes of reingtatement during times of conflict.  Consequently, any comprehensve historic
resources development proposed for the idand should integrate this key feature into any interpretative
drategy. As wdl, any landing or daircase congtructed from the beach to the terrace, or the positioning
of interpretative plagues, would have to be sStuated based on archaeological data in order to avoid
impact to the Intrenchments and any other associated structures or culturd materias that may be present.

423 AreaC (Mr. PikesHouseand Store: c. 1750 to 1762)

On the four English maps of Carbonear Idand from the eghteenth century, a number of buildings are
shown for the area a the southwest end of the idand. On the earliest dating to ¢. 1750, the buildings are
not named or labdled;, however, two are Stuated adjacent to an indentation in the shordine referred to as
Pike's Cove (Figure 4.3). On the illugtration prepared by De Barres in 1762 (Figure 4.5), two of the
buildings are included in the legend under the letter D and are described as “Mr. Pike's House and
Storehouse’, which were burned and entirely destroyed by the enemy.
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Photo3 Remains of Intrenchments Overlooking Landing Place (Southwest View).

Photo4 Remainsof Intrenchments Overlooking L anding Place (Southwest View).
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Other mapping from dightly later, but clearly based on De Bares work, dso show the
gructures in more or less the same location (Figures 4.8 and 4.9). de Cing Mars map from 1762
includes what gppear to be the same buildings in a smilar location and arrangement.  He, on the
other hand, describes the most southerly of the two as a house or Barracks for three artillery
soldiers and the other as a house in ruins owned by inhabitants. Moreover, de Cing Mars
suggests that the ground to the west of the Pike premises was, at tha time, under cultivation,
which would not be a dl surprisng given that it is reativey leve and well-drained (Figure 4.7).
Because the buildings were likey owned by a loca resdent and not the property of the Board of
Ordnance per e, it may be that they were seasonad dwellings and storehouses used only during
the fishing season to dlow easier access to fish stocks out in Conception Bay.

The fact that they were reported as burned most likely indicates they were constructed of wood, possibly
supported on pillars or stone.  If the occupation of these buildings extended over an approximatey 12-
year period from c. 1750 to 1762 as indicated by the archiva record, the physicd or archaeological
evidence in the area where they were reported to have been stuated could be reasonably extensive and
representative of a mid-eighteenth century seasond fishery. There is a posshility adso that the buildings
were used periodicaly in the winter during the Seven Years War (1756 to 1763). Moreover, because the
area is rdatively dry and leve, there could well be other remains spanning the entire historic period, as it
would be an obvious place to erect fisheries infrastructure.

Based on the hidoric resources dgnificance and interpretative vaue of any in situ dructurd or
atifactud remans, archaeologicd sampling of the area where the buildings are thought to have been
Stuated is recommended. Accordingly, any development of that portion of the idand would take these
and any other resources into account, as they could represent a civilian occupation based, no doubt, on
the fishery (Figure 4.14). Because that was the principa component of the economy and the reason why
the military were edablished a such locaions, interpreting one in light of the other could provide an
interesting view of eighteenth century Newfoundland.

424 AreaD (Mr.Pinn'sHouseand Store: ¢. 1750 to 1762)

The information provided above for the buildings reported on mapping to have been owned by Mr. Pike
is very amilar to thet for those owned by Mr. Pinn. Therefore, a discusson of the archiva record and
the implications for archaeological research and interpretation is probably not warranted. It will suffice
to say, however, that even though the archival record suggests hat the Pike and Pinn premises were in
place by c. 1750, there is a high probability that the reativey levd and wdl-drained southwest end of
the idand was occupied for fisheries or defence-related purposes prior to that time (Figure 4.14). The
inial use by European fisherman could date to the early-seventeenth century, if not earlier. There is
dso a posshility that prior to that, Aborigind peoples may have used this corner of the idand
periodicdly during the spring and early summer while hunting seals and birds, or harvesting eggs.
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4.25 AreaE (Magazine, Ordnanceand Provision Stores: c. 1747 to 1762)

The earliest reference to a Magazine and Provisons Storehouse for Carbonear Idand located during the
archival research dates to 1744, when construction of these buildings was gpproved by government in
England. In 1746, a basc plan was drawn-up, however, documents suggest work was not completed
until late 1747 or ealy 1748 (these dates conflict dightly with information contained on a provincid
government interpretative plague postioned at the dte, which daes tha the buildings were built in
1745). Similar to other facilities of this type from that period, those on the Carbonear 1dand would have
been adjoining and condructed largey of store (dmost certainly with a fire-proof date roof), with a
sngle exterior entrance Stuated at the end of the Storehouse, in this case a the east end. Access to the
Magazine would have been by way of a narrow, interior doorway located on the adjoining partition wall.
An examination of the ruins of a Magazine and Provisons Storehouse huilt a the same time a
Admird’s Point, Trinity, from amog identicd plans, reveded that the masonry walls of the Magazine
were gpproximately 1 m across - those of the Storehouse were somewhat dighter.

The remains of the Magazine and Provisons Storehouse on Carbonear I1dand, which was demolished by
French Troops in 1762, are gill prominent and extremely well-defined. They are Stuated on the south
central Sde of the idand, to the east of the landing place (Figure 4.14). The dte of the ruins is clearly
outlined by more or les draght lines of grasscovered rubble that conforms to the origind
configuration of the sructures (Photos 5 and 6). A brief examination revealed that the stone was bonded
with a lime-based mortar and beach sand. The stone used in condtruction was likely acquired on the
idand.

Given the generd gppearance of the ruins, it seems likdy that the State of preservation of the building-
walls benegth the upper-most concentration of rubble is good. Almost certainly, substantid sections of
wall, possbly sanding 1 m in height or more, are in situ beneeth sod and rubble. As well, it would not
be surprisng if sections of wooden floor joists and planking were 4ill intact. As regards other culturd
materias, with the exception of copper and iron nails, the range of atifacts insgde the buildings may be
limited, as anything of use was likely carried off by French troops during the occupation of 1762 or
subsequently by individuds usng or resding on the idand. Neverthdess, the ruins of the Magazine and
Provisons Storehouse are most certainly an integrd pat of the story of Carbonear Idand and spesk
volumes to its past. Consequently, wth little or no development other than cutting the grass and perhaps
sective remova of a portion of the rubble to more clearly define the outline of the dtructures, they
could comprise a ggnificant pat of a devedopment Srategy. Any such activities would have to be
goproved by the Provincid Archaeology Office (PAO) and conducted under permit from that regulatory

agency.
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Photo5 Ruinsof Magazine and Provisions Storehouse (South View)
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Photo6 Ruinsof Magazine and Provisions Storehouse (West View)
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4.2.6 AreaF (Barracks. c. 1748to 1762)

Smilar to the Magazine and Provisons Storehouse described above, condruction of a Barracks and
Quarters on Carbonear Idand was approved by government in 1744. Circa 1747, detailed plans for
congruction were drafted (Figure 4.2), however, it gppears that the building was not completed until
sometime in 1748. As illudrated, it was to include two kitchens and quarters for a Lieutenant, Gunners,
Soldiers and Subdterns.  The origind drawing indicates that the building was to contain sx individud
rooms and measure a maximum length of just under 80 feet (24.4 m) by approximately 35 feet (10.7 m)
across. The building would have three stone chimneys with a totd of Sx hearths (presumably of stone
and brick), and it appears from the dimensons shown on the c. 1747 drawing that the exterior and
internad partition walls would dso be of sone. As reported above, the Barracks was entirely destroyed
by French troops during the summer of 1762. It may well have been occupied by some of those troops
for abrief period that summer.

The ruins of the Barracks are dtuated on top of a height of land to the northwest of the Magazine and
northeest of the Landing Place (Figure 4.14). Even though covered with grass and sod, clearly defined
mounds of rubble more or less conforming to the c. 1747 proposed design are evident (Photo 7).
Because materids are soread over a large area making it difficult to determine precisdy where wadls
were located, no measurements were obtained. Nonethdless, the generd outline observed in the fidd
and shown on the 1988 aeria photography does suggest the footprint of the Barracks was laid-out
according to plan - tha is, two centra rooms with larger wings at ether end. Whether the walls were
actudly stone as proposed or wood, was not determined, however, the quantity of rubble could indicate
they were.

The quantity of archaeologicd materids at this location could be extensve and include a wide range of
ceramic, glass, metd and organic objects dating to the mid-eighteenth century, if not earlier. Because
the terrain on which the Barracks was congructed is reasonably level and presumably wel drained, and
is set back from the shordine and out of range of musketry, could suggest that other earlier quarters
were condructed here by the inhabitants retregting to the idand during conflicts in the late-seventeenth
and early-eighteenth centuries It is not & &l uncommon when erecting a new building dmilar in
purpose to an older dructure, to sdlect a location previoudy occupied or tested. Consequently, Ste
mapping and targeted archaeological sampling of the 1740s Baracks Ste could darify the true
configuration and date of preservation of that building, as well as determine whether remains of older
materids and dructures are present.  In summary, the potentia for interpretation of this location is
congderable.
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4.2.7 AreaG (Privies. c. 174810 1762)

As mentioned previoudy, the proposd for construction of a Barracks on Carbonear Idand aso included
two smdl buildings of approximatdy 5 fest®> (1.5 nf), which, according to the plan-view, appear to be
Privies (Figure 4.2). On the c. 1750 drawing of the fortifications, only one rectangular structure adjacent
to what may be a garden is shown (Figure 4.3). The 1762 plan of Carbonear Idand prepared by de
Barres for Amherst shows two structures to the southwest of the Barracks (Figure 4.5). de Cing Mars,
on the other hand, includes only one in roughly the same location (Figure 4.7). Given that he and his
team of cartographers were presumably among the last to step foot on Carbonear 1dand prior to its being
destroyed by French troops, it could be that his rendition is accurate.

During the field reconnaissance completed in November of 2003, the area to the south and southwest of
the Barracks where Privies were reported to have been dtuated was investigated for any obvious
physca remains or evidence. Severd depressons were noted, one of which was of particular interest in
that it appeared to be associated with a deposit of fidd-stones that could have retained the earth on the
ingde of a pit excavated beneath a wooden superstructure. The location where the feature is Stuated is
included on Figure 4.14 and is shown in Photo 8.

A comprehensve sampling of the area is warranted to determine if the depresson identified is culturd
and, if so, what isits nature and extent and are there other associated remainsin the vicinity.

4.2.8 AreaH (North Battery: c. 1748to 1762)

Mapping and documentation from the eighteenth centuries indicates that two batteries of five, 18-pound
cannon were congtructed on Carbonear Idand c¢. 1748. What is referred to as the North Battery was
gtuated on the north sde of the idand to the northesst of the Landing Place (Figure 4.14). It was
reported that its main purpose was to defend the entrance into Carbonear Harbour and Mosquito (now
Bristol’s Hope). The only description of the structure located in the archiva record is from a 1757
report by Edmund Scott, who stated that the North Battery was constructed en barbett, was quite open
and had a small ditch of about 12 or 14 feet (3.6 or 4.3 m) wide and 6 or 7 feet (2.1 or 1.8 m) deep in
front of it. The cannon postioned on the battery would have been mounted on carriages situated on
individud or a continuous Gun Platform.
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Photo7 Ruinsof Barracks (East View)

Photo8 Possible Site of One or Two Privies (South View)
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As anticipated, the investigation of the North Battery confirmed that the sructure was built of earth,
mounded in such a way to form a raised, level terrace or platform overlooking the shordline and harbour
(Photo 9). It is reasonable to assume, based on the topography in the area, that a portion of the materia
used to raise the devation for the battery was acquired from excavetion of the ditch (Photo 10). The
gentle dope of the ground directly in front of the battery on the outsde of the ditch toward the cliff, may
aso have been part of the c. 1748 condruction activities. Even though the annud reports filed by Royd
Engineers suggest that the number of military personad dationed a Carbonear was gradualy reduced
from 11 in 1749 to as low as two in 1757 and three in 1760, it appears that the North Battery was
maintained and in a good date of repar until a least 1757. Wha remaned of it was destroyed in
August of 1762 by French troops and seamen under the command of Captain Chevaier de Boisgdin.
Some of the ordnance from the battery can apparently ill be seen on the beach below the ste where
they were thrown by Boisgdin's troops (N. Head, pers. Comm.). It seems unlikely, based on the
documentary record, that batteries were established a Area H on the north sde of the idand in the late
seventeenth or early eighteenth centuries.

4.29 Areal (South Battery: c. 1748t0 1762)

The South Batery on Carbonear Idand, constructed c. 1748, reportedly to defend the entrance into
Harbour Grace and Mosquito, was dso a barbett earthworks with a ditch excavated in front of a raised,
roughly leve, terreplein (Photo 11). One notable digtinction, however, remarked on in documentation
from 1748 was the fact that the defence works was enclosed with paisades in reverse, suggesting that a
high-gtanding, fence-like structure of cut poles had been erected at the back of the battery to provide
protection from any assault from that direction. The presence of what gppeared to be cut or dressed
done observed a two locations in association with the earthworks could suggest some form of
revetment or means of stabilizing the battery was used. It could, however, smply be a more recent
excavation into the earthworks for a root cdlar. Smilar to the North Battery, the one on the south side
of the idand was dso maintained until at least 1757 and was subsequently destroyed by French troops in
1762. What the reported destruction consisted of is difficult to imagine, but was probably no more than
gpiking of the guns and remova and burning of the wooden gun-carriages, any platforms and possibly
the pdisade. The location of the battery remains are shown on Figure 4.14.
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Photo9 Remainsof North Battery (West View)

Photo 10 Ditch in Front of North Battery (Northeast View)
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4.2.10 AreasJ-1to J-3 (Gardens)

Two plans of Carbonear Idand from the eighteenth century show what appear to be vegetable or hay
gardens. The earlies from c. 1750 includes only one on the high-ground adjacent to the Barracks
(Figure 4.3). The second from 1763 shows at least three: two in the area between the Barracks and the
Magazine and Provisons Storehouse, and another to the west close to the properties reportedly owned
by Mr. Pike (Figure 4.7). During the field reconnaissance, a least two large cleared plots of land
defined by low-standing stone walls were observed in the areas where they were reported to have been
gtuated. The one to the south of the Magazine and Provisons Storehouse, for example, was laid out
amost precisdy as illugtrated by de Cing Mars (Photo 12). His rendition of the other adjacent to the
Barracks was equaly accurate (Photo 13). Both are clearly visble on the aerid photography of the
idand (Figure 4.14). However, the third garden shown by de Cing Mars on his 1763 plan was not
detected on the ground. This is not meant to suggest that it did not exist, but Smply that no stone walls
defining the perimeter were seen.  This could be accounted for by the fact that parts of the west end of
the idand in the vicinity of the Landing Place (Area A) and Intrenchments (Area B) have the gppearance
of being good agriculturd ground. When tilled, few stones may have been presart, thus no wals were
built. The locations where stone walls defining gardens were observed are plotted (Figure 4.14).

As regards how long Carbonear Idand was used for agricultura purposes or for grazing animads, the
documentary evidence suggedts that it was occurring as early as 1750. Whether the gardens identified
were edtablished by the military a that time or predate their presence is unknown. It could well be that
such activities began in the seventeenth century. Its redive isolation, lack of trees and reasonably
fertile soil may have made it a dedrable location from this point of view. Similar to other idands in the
many bays and harbours aong the coast of Newfoundland, Carbonear Idand was dso reportedly used in
the late nineteenth for agriculture and in the early twentieth centuries for grazing cattle, sheep and horses
(C. Pottle, pers. comm.).

4.2.11 AreaK (Unidentified Structure- c. 1750)

One smdl, unidentified dtructure is shown on two eghteenth century plans of Carbonear Idand: one
from c. 1750 and the other from 1763 (Figures 4.3 and 4.7). The festure is Stuated on a height of land a
the southeast end of the idand toward the north sde, and just beyond a large gulch or crevice in the dliff.
The ¢. 1750 document does not include a title or description of the structure and it is shown grictly as
two converging, darkened lines. On the other hand, the 1763 plan lists it as M (some sort of guard
house) in the legend under the heading Projects indicating it was not exising but was proposed or
projected to be congtructed in the event France retained control of the area Whether there was an actual
gructure there at that time is not made clear by de Cing Mars, however, the earlier English map suggests
there was.
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Photo1l Remainsof South Battery. Note Stonework in Foreground (East View)

Photo12 Stonework Defining Garden South of Magazine (Southeast View)
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Photo 13  Stonework Defining Garden South of Barracks (Southeast View)

Photo 14 Ruinsof 1879 Lighthouse (Southwest View)
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Due to the limited time available, it was not possible during the trip to Carbonear 1dand to investigae in
a comprehensve way the height of land where the structure was reported to be. Because the area is
grawvn with rubble from demolition of the lighthouse and tower c. 1927 (see Section 4.2.12), locating
the remains of an eghteenth century look-out (which wes likdy smdl to begin with), was not possble.
As wdl, it may wel have been condructed of wood with litle or no physcd evidence remaning.
Nonethdess, the generd location where information suggests it may have been is indicated on Figure
4.14.

4.2.12 Areal (Lighthouse 1878to c. 1927)

The lighthouse and tower built on Carbonear Idand in 1879 was largely a wooden building supported on
a sone foundation, which was apparently demolished c. 1927 (C. Pottle, pers. Comm.). A vist to the
gte indicated that stonework from the foundation is scattered over an area measuring approximately 10
m?, with only intermittent segments neer the base remaining in situ (Photo 14). No evidence of wood
was detected. This is not too surprisng, given that the dructure were taken down and any usful
materids may have transported off the idand for use a another location. It is dso possble that sections
may have been burnt. The location where the lighthouse was Situated is indicated on Figure 4.14.

4.2.13 AreaM (Road To Lighthouse: c. 1878 to c. 1927)

The House of Assembly Records reviewed for the archiva research project indicated that a roadway was
congtructed from a wharf a the southwest end of the idand to the lighthouse at the far end. It was used
to facilitate trangportation of fuel for the light and other necessary supplies that would have to be
delivered on regular bass. On a number of occasons in the nineteenth century, repairs to the roadway
were budgeted for in the list of annuad expenditures. Clear evidence of the roadway is mog visble in
the area just eest of the Landing Place, where a cut into the bank was made to level the terrain as it
winds aong the dde of the hill (Photo 15). The full length of the roadway from the wharf to the ste of
the lighthouse as determined fom a 1947 and a 1988 aerid photograph, and a wak-over of the idand, is
shown on Figure 4.14.

4.2.14 Area N (Possible Barn: Late Nineteenth Century to c. 1920s)

Also invedtigated at the northeast end of the idand were the remains of a collgpsed fidd-stone structure
or building-foundation Stuated adjacent to the roadway leading to the lighthouse (Figure 4.14). It is
spread over an area measuring approximatdly 10 n? and appears to have been dry-lad rather than
mortared. Generdly, it has the appearance of being somewha recent in origin (Photo 16). Information
provided by an informant suggest that it could have been part of a barn or sable used by the lighthouse
keeper to shdter cattle and sheep, which grazed fredy on the idand in the early twentieth century (C.
Pottle, pers. comm.).
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Photo15 Roadway From Wharf To Lighthouse (Southwest View)

Photo 16  Unidentified Ruins Adjacent to Lighthouse Roadway (Northwest View)
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4.2.15 Areas O-1to O-3 (Unidentified Structures)

A number of unidentified, amorphous stone deposits, which may or may not be cultura, were identified
during the wak-over of Cabonear Idand and ae worthy of invedtigation during any future
archaeologicd survey. It is possble that one, stuated a the western end in the meadow back from the
Landing Place, could be the remains of a stone-lined, circular well (Photos 16 and 17). Information
provided by an informant confirmed that there was indeed a wel in that generd area in the early
twentieth century used to water animds (C. Pottle, pers. comm.). The location where it is Stuated is
shown on Figure 4.14, as Area O-1. Another deposit to the east is shown as Area O-2 (Photos 18 to 20).
A third (Area O-3) isadso included (Figure 4.14).

Photo17 Possible Stone-Lined Well, Area O-1 (Northwest View)
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Photo 18 Possible Stone-Lined Wdll, Area O-1

Photo 19 Stone Deposit, Area O-2 (West View)
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Photo 20 Stone Deposit, Area O-3
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50 SUMMARY OF WORK
51 Key Findings
5.1.1 Archival Research

Stating as early as the seventeenth century, when the over-wintering population of Newfoundland was
dill rdativey low, inhabitants of the principa fishing communities as far north as Bonavisda established
temporary, makeshift fortifications on defengble idands and headlands, where they could retreat to in
times of conflict between Britain and France in their ongoing effort to gain control of the lucrative cod
fishery. It was fdt by government at the time that the many scattered settlements aong the coast were
indefensble and expendable, with segpower being the only reliable means of defence of the fishery.
Consequently, the earliest fortifications were civilian in naure, erected by planters themseves, with
little or no officid sanction or support from the Crown.

The earliest confirmed reference to the use of Carbonear 1dand for civilian defence purposes dates to the
winter of 1696, when 300 individuds from the area (a number which may be high) were reported to
have established temporary facilities to secure themselves and ther “effects’ againgt attack from French
soldiers and dlies under the command of Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville. Despite a number of atempts by
the enemy to land, dl efforts proved unsuccessful. Ultimately, they departed for Placentia, after having
desiroyed mogst of the communities and fisheries infrastructure in Conception Bay. Over the course of
the conflict, dlberville caused extensve damage in English Newfoundland. He burned over 30
stlements, killed approximately 200 settlers and took some 700 prisoners, 400 of whom were
trangported to augment the populations of Quebec & Acadia (Ransom 2000).

In the early eighteenth century during Queen Anne€s War (notably in 1705), French troops agan
attempted to overtake Carbonear Idand after residents had once again retreated there following the
outbresk of hodtilities. Even though the populaion during that period was Hill largely responsble for
their own security and the protection of the fishery and its infrasiructure, some degree of assgtance in
the form of arms was provided by the Crown. Correspondence from 1711 indicates that the winter
population of the idand a that time was made up of approximately 130 people from the area - a number
which may represent a reasonable average for the entire conflict. Clearly, shelters and various other
gructures for storage and defence would have been in place during this and the previous war.

The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 brought rdative stability to Newfoundland and little is known about the
use of Carbonear Idand during that time. It is reasonable to suspect, though, that smilar to other
temporary civilian fortifications, those on the idand, no longer being required, rapidy fdl into an
advanced date of disrepar. There is a strong probability, however, that it continued to be used as a
seasond fishing room and for small-scae agriculture.
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The outbresk of war in the 1740s saw a resurgence of activity and, for the firg time, a number of
fecilities were desgned and congtructed on the idand by the Board of Ordnance under the direction of
Royd Enginears thus marking a notable trandtion in the way government viewed protection of the
Newfoundland fishery. Smilar works were dso condructed a Ferryland and Trinity, Trinity Bay.
Included on Carbonear 1dand were a Barracks and Quarters and a Provisons Storehouse and Magazine,
as wdl as two five-gun Batteries of 18-pound cannon. In 1762, when the French ravaged a number of
the principa fishing communities aong the east coast of Newfoundland from &. John's to Trinity, the
feciliies on Cabonear Idand were entirdy desroyed, dong with a number of privaiey owned
buildings, possbly used as pat of a fishing room. This notable event marked the end of the use of
Carbonear Idand for defence purposes. During the American Revolution of the 1770s and the War of
1812, fortifications were established at Carbonear and Harbour Grace.

In generd, the assemblage of historic plans and correspondence related to Carbonear 1dand appears to
be reasonably rdidble as regards the location of key components of the military facility and civilian
dructures present in the eighteenth century. Of particular vaue is the English plan prepared c. 1750
(Figure 4.3) and the French illudration prepared in 1763 in Toulon, France, from data compiled the
previous summer (Figure 4.7).

In 1878, a lighthouse and resdence for year-round occupancy was erected on the northeast end of
Cabonear Idand and was maintaned until c. 1927, when it was demolished.  Subsequently, an
automated light station was ingtalled, which is still used to this day.

In 1954, the events of 1697 and 1705 were designated by the Nationd Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada as events of nationd historic sgnificance. In the 1960s, the provincid government of
Newfoundland and Labrador ingtaled a number of Historic Sites plagues on theidand.

5.1.2 Fidd Reconnaissance

Even though brief, the fidd reconnaissance of Carbonear Idand proved extremdy useful. The remans
of saverd eghteenth century structures associated with the military history were identified and assessed,
and plotted on a Ste plan. Generdly, the date of preservation of the assemblage is consdered good and
no unauthorized excavation was noted. Also invedigated were a number of nineteenth century
dructures associated with the lighthouse built in 1878. In addition to conclusive finds, there are other
features and areas on the idand that have Sgnificant potential for historic resources research. It is
possible that the low-lying area a the southwest end may have been used by Aborigina peoples prior to
the arrivd of Europeans in the New World, during vists to the idand to hunt sesbirds and marine
mammas, and to gather eggs. That area may dso contain evidence of an early fishery and a seventeenth
occupation related to the 1696/7 French attacks. Other level and well-drained locations on the idand
away from the shoreline al'so warrant investigation.
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5.2 Data Gaps
5.2.1 Archival Research

The principd data gap resulting from the archiva research project would be the lack of firgt-hand
English documentation relating to the French occupation of 1762. As wel, other French documentation
from that period and earlier could be sought, including any reports complied by d'lberville. For recent
times, a comprehensive photographic record would be ussful.

5.2.2 Fidd Reconnaissance

The principd data gap resulting from the field reconnaissance is the lack of accurate data related to the
long-standing use of the Carbonear Idand. This can only be resolved by completing a comprehensive
archaeological assessment, involving mapping dte dructures for incluson on a dte plan, and sampling
of dl areas of higoric resources interest to determine the overdl nature and extent of resources, which
could incdude remains dating to pre-contact times, as wdl as from the seventeenth through to the
twentieth century. This information is essentid if any development related to tourism is proposed for
theidand. It may aso be required by the regulatory agency (the PAO) if tourist vidtation is proposed.
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6.0 CLOSING REMARKS
6.1  Site Significance

It is evident from the archivd and fiedld data presented above tha Carbonear Idand is a gdte of
condderable higoricd dgnificance, with a long-standing and diverse past dominated by severd
episodes of military or defence-related activities, but dso incuding a seasond fishery that may have
perssed a varying degrees of intengty from the late sixteenth or seventeenth century to c. 1950. Site
mapping leaves little doubt that it was established by at least the mid-eighteenth century. In more recent
times, a lighthouse was condructed on the height of land a the northeast end that was subsequently
demolished and an automated system indaled, which is il in use to this day.

It can be sad, therefore, that the idand represents a kind of microcosm of the evolving dae of the
Newfoundland fishery and economy, and the measures and means put in place - initidly by the
inhabitants themsdves and ultimatey by government - to ensure the long-standing dominance of it and
the continued flow of resources to and from the Old World. As regards interpretation or future research
potentid, there is an obvious link between the various aspects of Carbonear Idand’'s padt, as there is
with the navigationd light dation edablished in 1878 to provide yet another type of security to the
fishery and shipping in generd. In the event it is established that Aborigind peoples did, in fact, travel
to the idand in pre-contact times, this too would add Hill another dimenson and levd of understanding
of the prolonged exploitation of the maritime resources of this area of Conception Bay. From an
archaeologicd research perspective, the fact that the idand would appear to have experienced
predominately low-impact activities - such as faming and the movement of eath and done for
congruction of buildings and defence works - could indicate that historic resources have seen reaively
little disurbance.  Consequently, evidence relaed to a prolonged higory of intermittent use and
occupancy could be present.

6.2  Preiminary Guidelines For Archaeological Research

If development of Carbonear Idand is proposed, a comprehensve dSte mapping and targeted
archaeologica sampling project aimed at compiling an accurate record of the resource and the overdl
nature and extent of the occupation should be completed prior to and in conjunction with project
planning and implementation. This would enhance and supplement exiging data and help fadilitate an
accurate and dl-inclusve interpretative drategy for the vigting public.  Additiond benefits of adapting
such an gpproach would be multifaceted and include: &) the dimination or reduction of any unnecessary
impacts to higtoric resources and migratory bird populaions, b) ensuring that funding requirements for
any subsequent research and Ste maintenance are kept at a minimum; and ¢) dlow vigtors to partake in
and experience the many aspects of Carbonear Idand’s naturd and culturd history in a cost-effective,
responsible and sustainable manner.
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70 GLOSSARY OF MILITARYTERMS

Barbette

Battery

Cremallle

Ditch

Earthwork

Embrasures

En Barbette

Entrenchment

Fascine

Gabhion

A mound of earth, plaiform or other condruction, in a fortification by means of
which agun can fire over the parapet.

In fidd atillery, its unit of combat, condgting of four pieces with thelr caissons,
three to each piece. In fortifications, the entire structure erected for the emplacing,
protection, and service of one or more guns, or mortars, together with the pieces
SO protected.

In fidd fortifications, is when the indde line of the pargpet is broken in such a
manner as to resemble the teeth of a saw, whereby this advantage is gained, that a
greater fire can be brought to bear upon the enemy than if a smple face was
opposed to it.

In fortification, the excavation made around the works, from which the earth
required for the congtruction of the rampart, pargpet and banquette is obtained;
adso called fose.

In fortification, a generd name for dl military condruction, whether for attack or
defence, in which the material employed is chiefly earth.

In fortification, an opening in the parapet, or a hole in the mask wal of a casemate
through which cannon are pointed and discharged; a crend.

A system whereby cannon fire over the pargpet of the rampart, rather than through
embrasures congtructed in it.

To congruct hadtily thrown-up fidd-works for the purpose of strengthening any
force in pogtion.

In fortification, are a kind of faggots made of smdl branches of trees or brush
wood tied in 3, 4, 5 or 6 places, and are of various dimensons according to the
purpose intended.

A large cylindrica wicker basket left open at the top and bottom, filled with earth
and placed verticdly to form revetments for the interior dopes of batteries or to
form parapets.
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Garrison

A body of troops dationed in a fort or fortified town; a fortified place, in which
troops are quartered for its security.

Gun Patform A grong flooring upon which a piece of ordnance, mounted on its carriage, is
manoeuvred when in battery. Fixed platforms are used for casemate and barbette
batteries in fortifications, and are constructed with the works.

Glads In fortification, the dope of eath, commonly turfed, which indines from the
covered-way toward the exterior ground or country.

Guard Room The room occupied by the guard during its tour of duty.

I ntrenchment Any work that fortifies a post agang an enemy that attacks. It is generdly taken
from a ditch or trench with a parapet. Intrenchements are sometimes made of
fascines, with earth thrown over them, of gabions, hogsheads, or bags filled with
earth, to cover the men from the enemy’ sfire.

Loophole In old fortifications, are square or oblong holes made in the wal to fire through
with smdl ams

Magazine In a literd sense, any place where stores are kept; but as a military expresson, it
means a powder magazine, dthough ams may a times be kept in it; dso, a
chamber in agun for holding a number of cartridges.

Matrosses Matrosses are properly apprentices to the gunners, being soldiers in the Royd
Regiment of Artillery, and next to them: they assist in loading, firing, and
gponging the greet guns. They carry flintlocks and march dong with the guns and
store-wagons, both as a guard and to give assistance on every emergency.
Sometimes spelled Mattorsses.

Parapet A wadl, rampat or eevation of eath or other materid in front of a trench or
emplacement which protects the occupants from fire.

Reverse In a militay sense, reverse sgnifies on the back or behind, such as a reverse
commanding ground or areverse bettery.

Revetment In fortifications, a strong wal built on the outsde of the rampart and pargpet to
support the earth and prevent it from collgpsing into the ditch.
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Stockade

A line of stout pods or trunks of trees set firmly in the earth in contact with each
other, usudly with loopholes, to form a barier or a defensve fortification. Also
written stockade.

Scarp In fortification, the sde of the ditch aljacent to the parapet. When the ditch of a
fortress is dry, the scap is usudly faced with mason-work, to render it difficult to
ascent; and behind this facing there are often passages or casemates for a defence.

Subdterns A form of officer.

Terreplein In fortification, the flat surface of the rampart, on the front portion of which the
pargpet and banquette are formed, and of which the rear dopes down to the
generd levd of the inclosure; the surface of the ground insde awork.

Trunnion A cylindricad projection on each sde of a piece, whether gun, mortar or howitzer,
serving to support it on the cheeks of the carriage.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 73

© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



8.0 BIBLIOGRAPHY

8.1 Per sonal Communications

Buitt, John Former resdent of Bristol’s Hope.

Chubbs, Harold Retired Coast Guard employee.

Head, Nicolas Current resident of Carbonear.

Pottle, Clayton Current resident of Carbonear born on Carbonear 1dand c. 1920.

Robertson, Greg Wildlife Biologigt, Department of Wildlife.
8.2  Published and Unpublished Sources
Bartovics, A. 1970. Admiral's Point Fortifications: Report of the 1969 Archaeological Excavation.

Copy a the Centre for Newfoundland Studies, Queen Elizabeth Library, Memorid University of
Newfoundland, St. John's,

Candow, JE. 1979. A Sructural and Narrative History of Sgnal Hill National Historic Park and Area
to 1945. Manuscript Report Series 348. Copy a the Centre for Newfoundland Studies, Queen
Elizabeth Library, Memorid University of Newfoundland, St. John's, NL.

Cdl, G. 1969. English Enterprises in Newfoundland 1577-1660. University of Toronto Press, Toronto,
ON.

deVolpi, C.P. 1972. Newfoundland, A Pictorial Record 1497-1887. Longman Canada Limited.

Dupuy, T.N., C. Johnson and J. P. Hayes. 1986. Dictionary of Military Terms. The HW. Wilson
Company, New York, NY.

Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and Labrador. Vols.1-5, Joseph Smallwood (ed.). Newfoundland Publ.
Ltd. (1967), St. John's, NL. 1981-1992.

Gooding, S.J. n.d. An Introduction to British Artillery in North America. Museum Restoration Service,
Bloomfield, ON.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 74
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



Handcock, G. 1988. State-of-the-Art French Cartography in Eighteenth Century Newfoundland: The
work of Marc Antoine Sieur de Cing-Mars." Newfoundland Studies, Volume 4, (2): 145-162.

Hatton, J. and M. Harvey. 1883. Newfoundland, The Oldest British Colony. Chapman and Hal Ltd.,
London, UK.

Head, C.G. 1976. Eighteenth Century Newfoundland. The Carlton Library No. 99. McClelland and
Steward Limited, Carlton University, Ottawa, ON.

Janzen, O.U. 1983. Newfoundland and British Maritime Srategy During the American Revolution.
Ph.D. Thes's, Queen's University, ON.

Lovell's Newfoundland Directory for 1871. Montreal, QP.

Lysaght, A.M. 1972. Joseph Banks in Newfoundland and Labrador, 1766. Universty of Cdifornia
Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, CA.

O.Neill, P. 1975. The Oldest City: The Sory of S. John's, Newfoundland. Vol |, Press Porcepic,
Toronto, ON.

Prowse, D.W. 1972. A History of Newfoundland from the English, Colonial and Foreign Records.
Facamile 1895 edition (MacMillian and Co., London and New York), Mika Studio, Bdleville,
ON.

Ransom, B. 2000. Embattled Works: Fort Townshend in the history of the Fortifications of . John’s,
NF. to 1780. Unpublished manuscript in possesson of author.

Ransom, B. 1991. A Century of Armed Conflict in Newfoundland. Museum Notes: Information Sheets
from the Newfoundland Museum, No. 10. Higtoric Resources Divison, Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador. Reprint of 1982 text.

Robbins, D. 1985. Sock Cove, Trinity Bay: the Dorset Eskimo Occupation of Insular Newfoundland
from a Southeastern Perspective. M.A. thess, Depatment of Anthropology, Memorid
Univergty of Newfoundland, St. John's, NL.

Skanes, R. 1993. An Archival Study And Archaeological Survey Of The Quidi Vidi Pass Batteries, Quidi
Vidi, Newfoundland. Copy on file a the Provincid Archagogy Office, St. John's, NL.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 75
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



1994 An Archival And Archaeological Investigation: Admiral's Point, Trinity. Copy on file a the
Historic Resources Division, St. John's, NL.

1994 An Archival And Archaeological Investigation Of Fort Amherst, South Sde, S. John's Harbour.
Copy on file with the Higtoric Resources Divison, . John's, NL.

Smith, G.S. 1969. An Universal Military Dictionary. Limited Edition Military Series Reprint of 1779
publication, Museum Restoration Services, Ottawa, ON.

Webber, D. 1975. The Military History of Newfoundland, Book of Newfoundland, Joseph R.
Smallwood (ed.), Volume VI, 527-36.

Webster, J.C. (ed). 1928. Re-Capture of . John's, Newfoundland, 1762. Journd of Lieut.-Cal. William
Amherdt. Privatdy printed.

Williams, A.F. 1987. Father Baudoin's War, D’lberville' s Campaigns in Acadia and Newfoundland
1696, 1697. MUN Printing Services, Memorid Universty of Newfoundland, St. John's, NL.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 76
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



8.3 M aterial Consulted at the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and L abrador

G.N. 2/1/a, Vols. 1-23, 1749-1812.
Colonid Secretary’ s Office Outgoing Correspondence

C.0. 194

Volumes 1-39 (1690s — 1797)
Volumes 52-54 (1812-13)
Volumes 109-110 (1840)
Volumes 111-112 (1841)

MG 729
Webber Callection. Documents relating to the early military history of Newfoundland, 1694 to 1862.

MG 268 B-21.
Amherst Pepers - Military correspondence between Commander in Chief and Officers, New Brunswick
and Newfoundland, 1759 to 1763.

GB 4
Correspondence relating the capture of St. John’'s, 1762, and proceedings of the War Council, etc., 1678
to 1869.

ADM.1
Volume 480, Admiral’s Despatches - North America, 1745 to 1763.

GB 1
Admirdty, Britain. Materid re ordnance, fortifications, ligs of members of H.M. Admirdty dationed
on Newfoundland, etc., 1776 to 1847, microfilm.

GB 2
Roya Engineers, Britain. Correspondence, ration and pay books, work orders, reports on fortifications,
etc., 1774 to 1870.

MG 233
Correspondence and materid reating to the career of Sr. Henry Pynn, a British Military officer at

Harbour Grace.

Military Map Collection

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 77
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



84  Material Consulted at the Centrefor Newfoundland Studies and the Map Room, MUN
Map Collections

Jean Baudoin,

Diary of a Journey with M. d'Iberville From France to Acadia and From Acadia to Newfoundland 1696
to 1697. FF 1030, B 3931, Folio c. 2, CNS.

85  Material Obtained From The National Archives of Canada, Ottawa

MG13, W.0.55/1813, reel B-3039.

MG13 W.O. 55/1557 (11)

MG13, W.O. 34/16, Reel B-2646.

MG 13, W.O. 55/876.

8.6  Material Obtained From the Public Records Office, London, England

Manuscript, SP 41/39 (1740s).

8.7 Material Obtained From the Service Historique de I’Armee de Terre, Chateau Vincennes,
Paris, France

Report compiled by Marc Antoine Seur de Cing Mars to accompany his severa plans of settlements in
Newfoundland. Report entitled, Isle de Terre Neuve, 1763. Report based on observations made the
pervious year during the French occupation of the east coast of the Idand. Twenty-one hand-written

pages.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 78
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



9.0

ENDNOTES

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Proposd of Wm. Downing and Thomas Oxford on Behdf of The Inhabitants. Read on 29 April,
1679. Taken from Prowse 1972, pg. 196.

All information related to d'lbervill€s campaign into Conception Bay during the winter of 1696-
97 was taken from atrandation of the Baudoin Journd available at the CNS, MUN.

Reference from W. Hedges of 1% December 1702 upon the Pefition of the Inhabitants of
Carbonier rdating to the State of the Harbour (C.O. 194/2, folios 299-300, CNS, MUN).

C.O. 194/2, folio 320, CNS, MUN.

Memorid from Newfoundland, March 1%, about fortifying Trinity and Carbonier, Read Feb. 11"
1703 (C.O. 194/2, folio 326, CNS, MUN).

A Rdation of the Mot Materid Occurrences and Transactions a St. John's and parts Adjacent
in Newfoundland during the Administration time of Lieut. John Moody from and after the 12
day of September 1704 (a which time the sad John Moody was by ? Timothy Bridge
Condgtituted Commander in Chief of Her Maesties Independent Company of Foot there, upon the
Suspension of Chief Thomas Lloyd. Document read on 15 January 1705 (C.O. 194 3, folio 341,
PANL).

C.O. 194/3, folios 334-335, PANL.
C.O. 194/3, folio 335, PANL.
C.O. 194/3, folio 335, PANL.
C.0O. 194/3, folio 336, PANL.

Letter written to the inhabitants of Carbonear Idand by J. Moody dated at . John's, April 8",
1705 (C.O. 194/3, folio 336, PANL).

C.0. 194/3, folio 337, PANL.
Taken from Prowse 1972, pg. 246.

The act given by RicH' Sampson in relation to the late affair in Newfoundland. Letter dated 18"
June 1705 (C.O. 194/22, folios 117-119, PANL).

Capt. Lloyd'sMemo (C.O. 194/22, foliol27, PANL).

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 79
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The Humble Petition of Several Merchants... (C.O. 194/22, folio 137, PANL).
C.O. 194/3, folio 280, CNS, MUN.

Memorid from W. Roope giving his Opinion that 30 Men be sent yearly to Newfoundland, and
to the Governing that place in the Winter Season. Read, 12 February 1706 (C.O. 194/3, falio
401, PANL).

An Address from the Inhabitants of Conception Bay to the board in favour of Mgor Lloyd.
Read 13 Feb. 1706 (C.O. 194/4, folio 73, PANL).

Carbonear I1dand in New Foundland

May it Please our Gracious Queen Ann of Great Britain, France and Irdand and defender of the
fath.

We your Mgedties most Loyd Subjects with humble Submission do send this express to give
intelligence To your Gracious Mgesties of y* unfortunate news of y° taking of your Maesties
Fort at St. John's y* 21% of December anno Domini 1709 and your Castle surrounded Y next day
falowing y° Enemy where in number about one Hundred and Sixty, they received Little or none
resstance, and your magesties subjects are in Deplorable Condition under Great Confinement in
S. John's, we Your maesties Loya Subjects that reside on this Idand will by God assistance
Defend our sdves from this paty of french till your mgesie will send us rdief, which we
humbly beg to be with al expedition for we understand by our py’s that we have sent, that they
are fortifying more and that they have sent an express to france by a ship that they have in the
country for more ?, we humbly beg of your mgedie to take it into Congderation to grant us
relief with expedition, or dse y® french ship will be here to ¥ eernd ruin of we your mgesties
subjects, and y° last of thislittle part of this province we poses.

God preserve Queen Ann
January the sixth, 1709

Petition of resdents of Carbonear Idand to Queen Anne, 1709. (Taken from Encyclopedia of
Newfoundland and Labrador, Volume 1, pg. 347).

Note
It is of note that the document is dated January 6, 1709, yet is dtates that S. John's fell to the
French on December 21, 1709, which must be meant to be 1708.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 80
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

Letter signed by Lieut. Moody at St. John's on 23 December 1709 (C.O. 194/4, folio 444, CSN,
MUN).

The document is contained in the Webber Collection a the PANL in a folder dating it was
copied materid from 1709. The reference provided is C.O. 194/22, Extracts, which may be
inaccurate. It was, nevertheess, obtained from the PRO in London, England.

Taken from Prowse 1972, pg. 270.
C.O. 194/5, folios 26-28, CNS, MUN.
Ibid.

At the Council Chamber Whitehdl the 24™ of January 1739. Letter written by W. Sharp of the
Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for Plantation Affairs (C.O. 194/10,
folios 111-112, PANL).

Proposd humbly offered for the Security of the Trade and fishery of Newfoundland, Dated 2™
January, 1740 (C.O. 194/10, folios 113-114, PANL).

At the Council Chamber Whitehall, 31 July, 1740 (C.O. 194/11, folios 7-11, PANL).
At the Court of Kensington the 19" day of July, 1744 (C.O. 194/12, folios 12-13, PANL).
At the Court Kensington the 19" day of July 1744 (SP 41/39, PRO).

Proposed Edablishment of Artillery People for & John's Ferryland and Carboniere in
Newfoundland prepared pursuant to His Majestys Order in Council dated 19" July 1744 (C.O.
194/12, folio 23, PANL).

A Portion of the Stores for the following Iron Ordnance proposed to be sent for Defence of
Carboniere in Newfoundland pursuant to His Maestys Order in Council dated 19" July 1744
(C.0. 194/12, folios 25-26, PANL).

Military Map Collection, MG 14 # 409, PANL.

Military Map Collection, MG 14 # 412, PANL.

Alberta Wood, the Map Archivig a the Map Room, MUN, thought the plan of the Barracks and
Quarters was authored by a Mr. Wybault. This concluson may, in fact, be accurate, as his name
does surface periodicdly in correspondence related to activities of the Royd Engineers in
Newfoundland in the 1740s.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 81
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

45,

46.

47.

The State and Condition of Carbonier, May the 23 1748 as reported by William Cook Esg., Chief
Engineer of Newfoundland (C.O. 194/12, folio 73, PANL).

A Return of the Detachment of the Royd Regiment of Artillery on Carbonier Idand the 1%
August 1749 (G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 1, folio 21, PANL).

Egablishment of the Train of Artillery at the following Places... (G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 1, folio 36,
PANL).

State and Remains of Stores on Carbonier Idand from the £ October 1748 to 30" September
1749 (C.0O. 194/12, folios 151-155, CNS, MUN).

MG13, W.O. 55/1813, reel B-3039, folio 63, NAC.

Letter from W.R. Earle to Bastide dated December 23, 1748 (MG13, W.O. 55, volume 1813, red
B-3039, folio 63, NAC.

MG13, W.O. 55, Volume 1813, red B-3039, folio 65, NAC.

Capt Bastide's Complaints, Mr. Wibaul’s Answers. Report dated Nov. 17", 1749 (W.O 55/1814,
folios1-32, NAC).

Letter to His Grace the Duke of Bedford from ? Bradford. Dated a St. John's Aug. 10, 1750
(C.0O. 194/25, folios 81-82, PANL).

Copy taken from Prowse 1972, pg. 296.

A Return of the company of the Hon. Edward Cornwalliss Regiment of the Detachment of the
Artillery a S John's, Placentia, Ferryland, Carbonier & Trinity in Newfoundland. Undated
document read in December of 1750, indicating it probably relates to the past summer and fall
(C.0. 194/12, folio 196, PANL).

A Return of the Company of the Hon. Edward Cornwalis's Regiment and of the Detachment of
the Artillery a S. John's, Placentia, Ferryland, Carbonier & Trinity in Newfoundland the 20"
day of August 1751 (C.O. 194/13, folio 31, PANL).

Return of Capt. Charles A Bridges company in the Honourable Col. Thomson's Regiment of
Foot and the Detachment of the Train of Artillery in Garison & S. John's Newfoundland,
Ferryland, Carbonier, and Trinity this 1% August 1753 (C.O. 194/13, folio 137, PANL).

C.0O. 194/12, folio 184, PANL.

NFS09900 ? Carbonear Island Archival Research Project ? January 27, 2004 Page 82
© Jacques Whitford Environment Limited 2004



49,

50.

51

52.

53.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

Return of Captain ? Aldrige's Company in the Honourable Colond Hopsen's Regiment of Foot
and the Detachment of the Train of Arillery in Garison a & John's Newfoundland &
Ferryland, Carboniere & Trinity this 11" Day of August 1755 (C.O. 194/13, folio 207, PANL).

G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 2, folio 195, PANL.
G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 2, folio 270, PANL.
G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 2, folio 271, PANL.

State of Ordnance and Stores for the Defence of the Fortifications a Trinity, Carboniere &
Ferryland in the Idand of Newfoundland reported the 17" & 25" July & ? August 1757 (C.O.
194/13, fol 235, PANL).

To Edm.® Scott ?, Engineer a St. John's By Command of Governor W. Hornby (G.N. 2/1/a,
Volume 2, folio 348, PANL).

Report of the Fortifications a Ferryland, Trinity and Carbonear in the Idand of Newfoundland,
as Reported to me by M. Edmund Scott at St. John's, 12 October, 1757 (C.O. 194/13, folio 237,
PANL).

Ibid.
G.N. 2/1/a Volume 2, folio 315, PANL.

A Return of the Detachment of the Royad Regiment of Artilleey Commanded by Lieut. G.
Williams, 20" June 1757 (G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 3, folio 286, PANL).

A Reurn of the Detachment of Cgpt. ? Company of the Royd Regiment of Artilley a St
John’s, Trinity, Carboniere & Ferryland, Newfoundland as Reported to me 25 Sept. 1758 (C.O.
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Ferryland, Carboniere and Trinity this 20" Day of October 1759 (C.O. 194/14, folio 28, PANL).

Return of Captain Walter Ross's Company of the 40 Regiment and the Detachment of Captain
John Dover's company... 19" June 1760 (MG 268 B-2-1, VVolume 16, 56, PANL).
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62.

63.

65.

606.

67.

68.

69.

70.

In 1765, Lieutenant Griffith Williams R.A. who, according to Prowse, was ddioned at
Carbonear Idand in 1745, published an account of the Colony. Referring to the defences of the
Carbonear 1dand he stated that “...St. John's from 1745 to 1750 was very well garrisoned by four
companies of Foot, a cgptain of atillery with about 50 men. It was dso well supplied with dl
manner of stores and about 40 pieces of cannon. Ferriland, Carboniere and Trinity Harbours had
each an officer of atillery with about 18 or 20 men and an officer of foot and 30 men. There
were 200 smal ams at each place for the use of the Inhabitants. If these defences had been kept
up the French would not have succeeded in capturing these placesin 1762...”

Even though the personnd reported by Griffith in the above statement to have been dationed at
Carbonear would appear to be an inaccurate, his comment does provide some ingght into the
downgrading of the facility that occurred at that time (Taken from Prowse 1972, 296-297).

Military Map Collection, MG14 # 387, PANL.

The plan is signed by: JJW De Barres. It also reads. Copied by C. Pettigrew at P.R.O. Jan. 1927.
Also: ? copy (maybe Direct) H.P. Bigger or Biggens (?) 15: 1l 27 (maybe 1927). The copy used
in the report is a copy of what appears to be a 1762 origind. Military Map Collection, MG14 #
403 PANL.

Military Map Collection, (MG14 # 400, PANL).

Copy. Origind housed a SHAT, Chateau Vincennes, Paris, France.
Taken from Head 1976 pg. 98, note 39.

Taken from copy of report by Marc Antoine Sieur de Cinq Mars dated 1763 in Toulon, France,
regarding activities in Newfoundland the previous year. Origind a SHAT, Chateau Vincennes
(Paris), France.

Military Map Collection (MG14# 397, PANL).

Copy. Origind housed & SHAT, Chateau Vincennes, Paris, France.
Military Map Collection (MG14 # 405, PANL).

Copy of a letter from Lord Colvill, Commander-in-Chief of His Mgedy’'s ships in North
America, to Mr. Clevland. Dated on board the Northumberland, in . John's Harbour,
Newfoundland, Sept. 20, 1762 (Taken from Prowse 1972, pg. 415).
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71.

72.

73.

74,

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

Extracts from the Report of Capt. Hugh Debbieg dated at London the 18" of October 1769 (C.O.
194/29, folios 36 to 44, PANL).

Ibid.
Montague to Carter, letter dated 23" September 1776 (G.N. 2/1/a, Volume 6, folio 145, PANL).

Letter to Governor Montagu from Merchants of Harbour Grace, dated 22" September 1778
(G.N. 2/V/a, Volume 7, folio 126, PANL).

Germain to Edwards dated 2", April 1779 (C.O. 194/34, folios 63-64, PANL).
Taken from Head 1976, pg. 98.

Letter signed by Governor Edwards at St. John's, 12" September, 1779 (C.O. 194/34, folios 71-
72, PANL).

Edwards at Portsmouth, 9 September 1779 (C.O. 194/34, folio 76, PANL).

An Account of Ordnance and Ordnance Stores from His Mgesty’s Stores at Saint John's for the
Defence of the different Ports in Newfoundland by Order of Governor Edwards (C.O. 194/34,
folio 100, PANL).

Military Map Collection. Copied by Cha® Verron, Feb. 23" 1796 (MG14 # 407, PANL).

Account of the Great Guns, Cariages, Smdl ams, Ammunition to be shipped onboard His
Magesty’'s Ship Comet for the Out Ports Northward of Saint John’s (G.N. 2/1a, Volume 22, folio
289, PANL).

Report on the State of Defence of the Harbours to the Northward of St. John's in the Idand of
Newfoundland - Visted by His Mgesty's Ship Comet by order of His Excellency the Governor.
Report compiled by Theo. Blanchard, Lieut. Royd Engineers. Assgnment undertaken between
July and October 1812 and is contained Report, Royd Engineers, Engineer's Office, .
John's/NF, 1811-16, GB 2/5, section on Carbonear, folios 173-74 (PANL).

Ibid.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

“You are hereby required and directed to prepare for this purpose the Iron Ordnance, Carriages,
and Smdl Arms detalled in the enclosed datement, together with the proper quantity of
ammunition and Stores for the same, carefully packaged in separate parcels and labelled for each
dation respectively. The order went on to say that he was to prepare a list of materids needed,
have them moved to the Ordnance Wharf as soon as possible and prepare to have them sent out.”

Dated 23 July 1812, Governor's Orders to W. Phillips Acting Ordnance Storekeeper to supply
Ordnance for the Out Ports (G.N. 2/1aVolume 23, folios 360-61, PANL).

Receipts for Arms a the Out Ports. Lig of Persons at the Out Harbours who have signed
Receipts for the Arms (G.N. 2/1a, Volume 23, folios 61-62, PANL).

Taken from Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and Labrador, Volume 2, pg. 970.
Report on Forts 1811-16 and 1827 (GB 2/5, PANL).

Edward G. Lloyd, Lieut. Roya Engineer, 9" January 1841. Militay Map Collection (MG14 #
390, PANL).

Military Map Collection (MG14 # 401, PANL). A note on the plan reads. formerly W.O. 55/876,
folio 498).

Letter written a Carbonear the 18" September, 1858 by ? Ryan (W.O. 55/1557 (8), folios 27-29.
15, 17, NAC).

Department of Fisheries, St. John's, Newfoundland, 1905 (CNS, MUN).
Journal of the House of Assembly records (JHA), 1875 (1042, PT 2, CNS, MUN).
JHA records 1878(CNS, MUN).

Estimate of Cost of Maintenance for the year 1883 (JHA records, 676, 71, Appendix 112, CNS,
MUN).

JHA records 1888 (CNS, MUN).
JHA records, 1890 (CNS, MUN).

JHA records, 1891 (CNS, MUN).
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APPENDIX A

Reference from W. Hedges of st December 1702 upon the Petition of Carbonier
relating to the State of that Harbour .
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